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collecting. Their habit s a re difficult 
to study and have not been well work­
ed out, but as far as known, they 
provision their nests w ith small t o 
medium- sized weevils. 

In the r ecords fo llowing, I have 
taken their con tinen ta l di st ribution 
and records of prey from the Synoptic 
Catalogue of Hymenoptera. 

Cerceris cali/ornica Cresson. Record­
ed from "Southwestern States". We 
have three males f rom Kamloops 
taken during J une and July . No prey 
r ecords g iven. 

Cerceris Iligrescfns Smith. Recorded 
from the northern S tate s and south e rn 
Canada, from the Pacific to the At­
lantic. We have 2S spec im ens of C. 
nigrescens taken from the dry belt , 
from Ke lowna to the Chilcotin and 
from Royal Oak nea r Victoria; they 
w ere captured from May to August. 
Prey is reco rded a s (a) H yperodes de­
Imnbis (Cyll) of which vve have no 
specimens : but a cl ose r elat ive H . illter­
stitialis (Dietz ) occurs in the Nicola 
Valley; (b) Sitona hispid!lla (Fab.) 
which is common a ll over th e dry belt; 
(c) GymllaetroJl sp., o f which genu s we 
have G. tetmm, the mullein weevi l, 
from Kam loops and Chill iwack; (d) G. 
anti1'Yhini Pay k. w hi ch OCC t1l·S i n Va n­
CGuve r . 

Cerceris sextoides Banks. Listed as 
occurring from Washington to Cali­
fornia. No prey is recorded fo r this 
species. Vie have 41 specimen s, a ll 
from Kamloops, collected during the 
summer months. 

Ellcerceris fiavocincta Cresson. Record­
ed from the Rocky Mountains and the 
\Vest at 2000 ft. and above. We have 
14 specimens taken from May to 
J ul y, from Oliver to the Chilco tin and 
two males from nea r Nanaimo on tide­
water. This apparently, is a new and 
unu sual a ltitudinal record. The prey 
is lis ted as Dyslobitls lecontei Casey, of 
whi ch we have only two specimens, 
both from Victoria: but D. vermci/er 
Ca sey occurs a ll ove r the dry belt and 
D. granicollis (Lee.) at Langley, Vic­
to ri a and Cowichan. 

The gift species from Professor 
Scull en are a male and female each of 
Etlcerceris mOlltana Cresson. E. can ali CIliata 
(Say) and E. tricolor Cockc rell , of 
w hi ch none ha s apparent ly been 
r ecorded from Canada. 

D oubtless seve ra l more specie s wi ll 
be recorded fo r th is Provi nce, but at 
pre sent I reco rd only four native ones 
and threc from ou ts ide British Col­
umbia. 

THE LIFE HISTORY OF EUTHY ATIRA SEMICIRCULARIS GRT. 
(LEPIDOPTERA: THYATIRIDAE) 

G EORGE A. H ARDY 

Provincia l Museum , Victoria, B.C. 

The handsome moth Ellthyatira semi­
circularis Crt. turn s up occasionally at 
light in May ;lncI Jun e, bu t is by no 
m eans common on south ern Van­
couver Island, a s far a s m y expe ri ence 
goes. 

It has a wing expanse of 40 to 4S 
mm . It s colour is a blend of various 
shades of grey and brown, w ith a 
series of dark semicir cula r lines cross­
ing the fore-wings, concave t owards 
the wing bases, a characteristic which 

has c\' iclent ly prompted the speci fi c 
nam e. A white basa l patch and a 
light grey area on t he wing tips con­
t rasts with the preva iling sof t greys 
and browns. W hen at r es t , w ith the 
wings closely appli ed to t he body, the 
moth re sembles a piece of dead, 
broken-off twig so closely as to make 
detection difficult even for the prac­
tised eye. 

In British Columbia this moth 
a ppears to be confined to southern 
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Vancouver Island and parts of the 
adjacent mainland, north to Lillooet 
and west to Fraser Mills. 

Ovum. Thirteen white ova were 
found on a leaf of Alnus oregona at 
Deep Cove, Saanich, Vancouver Island, 
on July 3, 1954. They were spaced 
irregularly in a group. L ength 1 by 
.5 mm., elongate, slightly flattened, 
coarsely ribbed and cross- ribbed. 
Hatched on July 6. Larvae did no t eat 
egg-shells. 

Larva. 1st Instar. L ength 2 mm. 
Colour snow-white through out . Rests 
with anterior and posterio r ends of 
body ra ised, head drawn in . F eeds 
on Cornlls occidentalis. A t 7 days the 
colour is white with suffu sed green 
showing throug h body wall ow ing to 
inges ted food. 

2nd Instar. T ul y 16. L eng th 7 mm . 
Colour as before. 

3rd Instar. Aug. 4. L ength 12 mm. 
Head. pale brown with a black pa tch 
on each side of fa ce on which th e eves 
are situated. Body, T. 1 with 4 hlack 
dot s on each side of dorsum . Colour 
off white, broadly suffu sed with 
translucent green. Body slightlv 
ta pe rin g toward s pos te rio r. Grcl\vth 
in early sbges very slow. Hicles in 

folded leaf by day, and comes out to 
feed by night. When disturbed it 
curls up sideways. 

August 18. Length 20 mm.; no 
moult observed. 

4th Instar. Aug. 31. Length 20 mm. 
Head pale pink. Eyes on a black 
backg round. Body, fuscous stippled 
on a white hase, shading into a dull 
white on the underside; a dark ill­
defined dorsa l line. Legs and prolegs 
dull white, m atching the underside. 

5th Instar. Sept. 12. Length 40 mm. 
H ead. Hesh colour, cervical plate dark 
brown. Body, dull white with fuscous 
g r e e n showing through, heavily 
sprinkl ed with white dots. A suffused 
dark g reen dorsal line; spiracles 
o ran ge ringed with black. L a rva 
spun a light cocoon between a lea f 
and th e side of glass container and 
pupated on Sept. 21. 

Pupa. Size 15 by 5 mm. Dull 
black with a purple tinge, pleura light 
brown integum ent finely wrinkled 
and pitted, exce pt the last two seg­
m ents whi ch are shiny. Cremaster a 
stout project ion tipped with two thick 
and seve ral thinn er and shorter hook­
ed spin es. 

Imago. Emerged June 8, 1955. 

THE LIFE HISTORY OF ZENOPHLEPS LlGNICOLORAT A VICTORIA 
TAYL. (LEPIDOPTERA: GEOMETRIDAE) 

GEORGE A. HARDY 

Provincial Museum, Victori a, B.C. 

The dainty little geomete r Z enoph­
leps ligni .. olorata t,ictoria T ay!. has been 
considered somewha t of a ra rity in 
the V ictoria di stri ct, but during the 
past three years the writer has found 
it f req uently in its haun ts, a t the 
right season o f the yea r , in Saanich 
and west to Goldstream, Vancouver 
Is la nd. It is assoc iated with open 
w ooels of mixed deciduous and co nife r­
o us trees. From lack of inform at ion 
on the early stages it was a t fir st 
thought t o feed on tree s, especially 
Gar ry oak, ~s it ",as fr equently found 

res ting o n the g ra ss at th e foot of 
thi s spe cies. It lay with th e wings 
partiallv closed. Hat out , no t held 
e rect ove r the body, and quite con ­
spi cuously in the ope n. Only on dull 
days o r ea rly ill th e day was it thu s 
to be found. 

011 ot her occa sions thi s moth was 
found in simil a r situa tion s in fir 
wooel s, resti ng 0 11 moss rather than 
g rass . 

Z. 1. t1ictoria measures 30 mm. ac ros s 
th e expanded wings, the colour o f 




