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Macropsis virescms var. graminea (Fab.). 
This was first taken by me at Haney 
on poplars in 1954. It is a European 
species now widely distributed in 
North America but is not expected to 
prove of any particular economic Im­
portance. 

Idiocems decimllsqllartus Schr. This 
name now takes precedence in the 
case of this leafhopper which was long 
known as ldiocerus sCflrra. It is another 
denizen of poplar trees and is known 
to have been present on the lower 
mainland since 1922, when I received 
a spec imen collected a t New West­
minster. This is a European species, 
prese nt in North America for a long­
time, which may have come to British 
Columbia in the egg stage in the first 
poplars brought here. Like seve ral 
o ther species it has apparently no t yet 
succeeded in crossing to Vancouver 
J sland. 

Aliyglls mix/lis (Fab.). This large 
handsomely marked European leaf­
hopper was first noticed on Vancouver 
Island in 1948, but probably it had 
arrived some years earlier since it was 
already well distributed over the 
southern districts. It is an active 
flier, so its spread could be quite 
rapid. It now occurs on the mainland, 
breeding on oak and other deciduous 
trees and on snowberry (Symphori­
carpus). So far it has not proved in­
JUrious . 

There are several other species 
which have been edging their way 
acros s the continent for years, but 
cannot be mentioned here. Others 
will, no doubt, cont inue to arrive; it is 
some comfort to know that, in the 
case of Hemiptera, many are harm­
less , and some are definitely beneficial. 

An unusual flight of termites 

Emergence of a late firs t reproductives of 
the mos t commonly occurring termite in the 
lowe r Fraser Valley, Zootermopsis anguslicol/is 
Hagen, may occur during almost any month 
of the year (Jacob, ]. K. The Termites of 
British Columbia, their st ructure, bionomics 
a nd in testi nal fauna. Unpublished Masters' 
Thesis, U nivers ity of Driti sh Columbia, 1938) . 
I have personallv observed them from J anu­
ary to May and from Aug-ust to November. 
Fo r some vears now I have watched the 
a utumn flight along the north slope o f the 
P oint Grey Peninsula any time between the 
e nd of August, through September. These 
termit es abound in old logs that li e half 
huri ed in sand o r gravel in vari ous s tages 
o f decay on both sides o f Durranl inlet. 
Th ey a re in a surpri sing-I y hi gh perce ntage 
of old er home s in the K erri sda le-Kitsilano 
a rea and may occur almos t an ywhere in V an­
CO LIve r where earth is in contact wit h the 
s t LI CCO o r wooden siding of a hOLI se and rot 
sets in . Ga rages ,,·hose fl ooring res ts on 
timbers direc tly in co nta ct \I·ith th e ea rth 
a nd huilding, with damp. dead -a ir spaces 
helow th em, a re particularl y susce ptibl e. 

The autumn flig-ht of termites alon;:!' th e 
Point Grey peninsula ca n be direct ly fol­
lowed hy t he movement s of large /l ocks of 
Bonap;ute's g ull s (LaruJ philadelphia OrcI.) 
w hi ch oluck th e termite s out of the air. 
Professo r CO\\'an (olel me tha t he has shot 
the bird s ciuring t he se manoe uvres a lld ha s 

foulld them packed with termite s. One­
time residents of Gambie r Island have assur­
ed me that they have frequently watched 
this behaviour amongst large gulls also. so 
it is probably genera l along our coasts 
wherever termites swarm. Normally, off 
Point Grey, this fli ght occurs from 300 to 
500 feet above g round and extends inland 
from the sea beaches for possibly one 
quarter of a mile. But in the early evening 
o f Aug-ust I, 1956. an unu sua ll y large t1l1m­
ber of these delicate, black-headed gull s 
hunted termites from the sea shore inland 
and overhead until they passed southwards 
out of sight. The line of diving, twisting 
gulls stretch ed eas t a nd west as far as 
one could sec, at ahout the height of tall, 
old fir trees nearby, which would be between 
150 and 200 feet. Five days later som e 
res ident s of South Burnaby described to 
me this fli ght o f gull s stating that it had 
come from th e no rth and had passed south ­
\I'ard s ove r the Frase r River and out ove r 
Lulu I sland . 

In past years, it would seem that the 
supply of winged te rmites gave out within 
a few hundred ya rd s o f the sea sho re hut 
th e flig-ht o f te rmi tes on August I, 1956, 
mu st have exceeded all previous ones to 
have suppli ed the birds with food fo r several 
l1lil es. - G. f. S /J elleer, D e!ll. of Z oology, VII i­
t'ersil y 0/ British CollIll/bi.l. 




