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Fig . l.- Sec ti o n o f lead s heathin;,( showing damage caused by la rvae o f 
Hoflll annophi/(/ psmdospre/e/la (Staint.) . 

Liee on a Bald-headed Eagle 

Ull several occasio ns have received 
from collecto rs a few specimens o f a very 
small Mallophagan, Co/pocepha/um f/al 'eSCellJ' 
Harm, 1829, whi ch is a normal lo use of the 
bald-headed eagle. In 1947 1[ r. Cha rles 
Guiguet o f th e Pro vincial ;\[ useum, Vic to ria, 
sent m e o lle s pecimen of a mag ninccnl 
louse 9} mm. long tak en frolll an eagl e 
coll ec ted at Gra ham hlalld, Queen C harlott e 
Islands. This specimen wa s placed hyMiss 
Theresa Clay o f The British ~[useum in th e 
genu s Laemobothrion, species unde termined . 
Dr. K. C. Emerson of Oklahoma who ha s 
pro hably the second larges t co ll ec ti o n o f 
Mall ophaga in the world. to ld me that a 
LaemobOlhrion f rom bald -h ead ed eag- Ic had 
yet to be desc ribed. 

On 1 February 1956, Provincial Gallle In ­
spec to r C. E . E stlin o f Courtenay, Van ­
couver Island, sent in to th e D e pt o f 
Zoology a vo ung bald-head ed eag le which 
he had confi scated from a c iti zen. Th e 
hird wa s afliic ted with a rough. call ce rous 
growth on the nec k and a t the base o f th e 
hill and mu st have been quit e s ickly to 
haw had bee n kill ed \\'ith a sho tg un; 

no rmally one does no t get close enoug h to 
an eagle to collec t it with a shotgun . 
have always found that sickly animals have 
more ec toparasite s on them than hea lthy 
o nes. Ce rtainly in this in stance never was 
sickness in a binI m o re pro fitable. 

The outside o f th e paper wrappings that 
we re around the eagle were crawling with 
li ce, and from th e bird itself I recovered 
about two cubic centimetres o f C. f/a vescellJ' 
after whi ch I grcw tired o f picking them 
off the eag-Ie, off myself, and for the next 
three days, o ff my labora to ry coat. 

Besides the small living lir e, there dro p­
ped o ff the bird three dead specimens o f 
Laemobolhrion. Imm ediately th e eagle was 
rum ed a nd brush ed o ver to t he las t fcather 
until no m o re larg e lice could be found. 
No less th a n 42 adults o f bo th sexes a nd 
nymph s we re obtained, female s g reatly 
predominating. If this is indeed a new 
s pecie s, th e U ni ve rs ity will ha ve a fin c 
se ries o f paratypes.- G. J. Spencer, Unit'erJily 
of BriliJh CO/Nil/ bid. 

Platynus Retractus (Lee.) 

P/,II)'IllIJ reJractUJ ( Lec. ) (Coleo pt era : Cara ­
hida c) . I n The Beet/es of the Pacific N orth­
West Hat ch m en tions thi s spec ies ( p. 145), 
hut could find no definite proo f o f it s occ ur­
rence in our fauna , so " It is fo r th e tim e 
hein g exc lud ed from th e No rtl1\\'est li s t". 
But T have three specim ens fro111 C res to n, 
H.C. verified by Lindro th . Th ey are closes t 

to gratios llJ M a nn ., hut are smaller, m ore 
ovate, a nt ennae pa ler and with other mino r 
distincti o ns, and a re recogni zabl e on s ig ht. 
\ [os t record s o f rei rafl liS a re Eas te rn , but 
Carr has it o n th e Albe rta li s t and it i, 
k nown from ~r o nt a n a .-G. Strlce Smith, e rex­
lOll. R.C. 




