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trees. In 1966, however, after an ap-
plication of oil on July 9, approxi-
mately 159, of the primary leaves of
the Delicious apple trees yellowed and
dropped. Oil sprays will be continued

on these plots to determine if this
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svmptom was an indication of cumu-
lative oil injury,
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A CERAMBYCID IN A CITY APARTMENT

In April, 1967, I was asked to
identify a beetle which had emerged
from oak flooring on the eighth floor
of a 10-storey apartment building in
Vancouver. The building was of rein-
forced concrete, with a ‘“floating
floor™ on each level. This type of
floor, from top to bottom, consists ol
5 16-inch kiln-dried oak, 5g-inch fir
plywood, 3,4-inch air - dried white
spruce and 7 16-inch rigid fibre board
insulation as a hase, all resting on the
concrete. The apartment was com-
pleted in May, 1966, and the flooring
was laid at this time. In December,
196€, a larva was seen in a hole in the
floor on the 7th storey. This was no-
ticed by the owners after a tenant
had moved, in an area which had
been covered by a rug. In March,
1967, a beetle was found emerging
from a hole in the floor on the 8th
storev. The beetle was identified as
the cerambycid Meriellum proteus
(Kirby).

The life history of this boreal spe-
cies is not well known. Its host plants

include pine, <pruce and balsam fir
(Gardiner, 1957) in which the lar-
vae feed in the phloem.
The spruce sub-flooring in this
apartment, originating from the
Kamloops area, was known to include
a lfew boards with bark attached.
This was confirmed when the dam-
aged oak was replaced. These boards
must have harbored the heetles. The
mature larvae left the phloem, gnaw-
ed through the plywood and partially
through the oak to pupate just be-
neath the surface. The adult then
cnierged prematurely in the spring.
The flight period, according to Lin-
sley (1964). is June and July.
Gardirer, L.M. 1957. Deterioration of fire-
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£9:241-263.

Linsley. 720 G, 1964, The Cerambyeidae of

North America. Univ. Calif. Publ.
Entom. 22:25-27.
P. Zuk,
Research Station, C.D.A.

Vancouver, B.C.





