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SYRPHIDAE COLLECTED MOSTLY IN SOUTHERN AREAS
OF THE OKANAGAN VALLEY. BRITISH COLUMBIA
D. A. ALLAN!

ABSTRACT

A list of 39 species of adult Syrphidae in 18 genera is presented
with their hosts and month of capture. The specimens were collected
in 1967 and 1968, mostly in the vicinity of Oliver, Osoyoos, and Mt.
Kobau in the Okanagan Valley, British Columbia.

Increased interest in the biological
control of orchard insects and mites
in recent years has focused attention
on the potential value of the Syrphi-
dae as predators. Most of the species
frequent flowers and feed on nectar
and pollen so that many have a dual
role as pollinators. Most of our know-
ledge of the Syrphidae of British
Columbia is due to the efforts of R.C.
Osburn. His first list (1904) contained
about 80 species and his second (1907)
more than 125. Subsequently, Ander-
son (1915) listed 7 species from the
Atlin district, Venables (1929) 3 spe-
cies from the Okanagan Valley, Foster
(1943) 4 species from Vancouver, and
Foxlee (1957) 65 species from Robson.

A survey of the Syrphidae in the

1 British Columbia Department of Agriculture,
Oliver, British Columbia.

Okanagan Valley was begun in 1967
and continued in 1968 to determine
the species that, in future work, might
prove promising as predators and
pollinators. Most of the collections
were made in southern areas of the
Valley near the International Boun-
dary in the vicinity of Oliver, Osoyoos,
and Mt. Kobau. Oliver and Osoyoos
are situated in the Valley at about
1,000 feet (305m) above sea level; Mt.
Kobau lies just to the northwest of
Osoyoos at an altitude of about 6150
feet (1,876m).

Dr. J. R. Vockeroth, Entomology
Research Institute, Canada Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Ottawa, Ontario,
identified the specimens. Thirty-nine
species in 18 genera have been collec-
ted so far. These are listed alphabet-
ically below.
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