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A EUROPEA~ STAPHYLL\ID BEETLE FRO.'I THE 
PACIFIC ~ORTH"EST. NE\\ TO :\ORTH Al\IERICAI 

VOLKER P UTHZ' 

In his book. "Faunal Conn ections betwee n 
Europe and No rth America ." Lindroth 11l)5 7 1 
gives an account of th e known animal spec ies 
com mon to th e two continents and exp lain s in 
de tail tllP way s of dis pers ion in bo th direc tion s 
Isee also S trau ch. 1970 I. Many of these spec ies 
were introduced from Europf' to No rth 
America in the balla st of sailing vpsse ls in the 
No rth Atlantic trad e. TIH' balla st was dumped 
at th ose loca lities where th ese ships loaded 
car[!o for shipm ent to Europe. 

While studying the Stenina e of the world I 
have found two species of til{' ge nus Sl elll1" 
Latr. which ha ve been introduced from Europe 
to North America: Slelllls melarlOplts 1 Marsh .1 
and Slelllts julvi cornis Step h . S. m elillloplis is 
kno"'n on ly from one s pecimen tak en at Seneca 
Lake. N. Y. by 0 r. Len czy in 196.). and now in 
th(, Budapes t Museum IPuthz. 19(,() : 1461. S. 
jll/r ' i cornis wa s se nt to me by Dr . Lazork o of 
Van cou ver. B .C .. who fo und it at E sso ndale. 
about 20 km E of Van couv er. Or. La zorko 
inform s m!' 1 ill lill .1 that for som e years he ha s 
reg ularl y found this spec ies a t Esso ndal e. 
although it is n ot common th ere. Specimens 
" 'e re found in autumn creep in g on the walls of 
th e E ssondale hospita l 123.X.62 . 13 .1X .66. 
28.X Il .67. 28.VIII.681. and others were 
captured by s iftin g d ebris near a c reek or in a 
fo rpst in springtime 112. IV .65. 6.V.6:; . 
3. V 1.66. II. V .681. A considerab le number of 

1 :2·1 t h COll i r ibul ion (0 I he knowlcci g:t' of ::;, en itHH'. 
LiJ11no l ogi ~c h e F lll ss· ~lat ion d E'~ l\itax · Pl a n('k · ln~t i tut :-:; fur 

Liml1oitJgie. ~(' hlitz He:-;:-;e n. (;€'rrnall~' . 

introdu c('d E uropean bee tles occur near 
Esso ndal e. nearly all of which spem to hav!' 
hep n introdu cf'd in balla st. 

Scudder II ').iH I show s that "D eparturf' 
Bay. jus t north of Na naim o on Van couve r 
Island. wa s a ce ntre fo r balla s t dumping." H e 
a lso points out. that "most of the European 
in sects introduced into th e Pacific No rtll\\ Ps t 
havp b(,f' n la te ar riva ls compared with eas tern 
Canada." The recent finding s of Ste llllS 

jli/l ' i(,()f"flis S teph. ag ree with thi s s tatem ent. It 
is hi gh ly improbable that this sppcies ha s bee n 
ovcrlookf'd by co ll ectors in th e la st ce ntury or 
in th e fir s t dccad es of the prest; nt cen l1lry. S. 
(lIit ' i('omis mu s t be a la te introduction with 
iJullast from southw este rn England . wh ere it 
livps in places from which balla st wa s often 
takt'n ILindroth. 1957: I H7 1. 

Id pnt ification of S. /lIit'i curnis is easy 
becau se it is tota lly diffe rent from th e other 
near c tic S l efl ll s which have thp abdomen 
immargined and the tarsi bilobed 
I" H .,postenlls" l . Th e s pec ies is characterized 
by th e following c haracte rs: I lith tergit e 
equally rounded. with no mpd ian tip or apical 
an cho r. head na rrower th an elytra I th e species 
IS ma cropterou s I. legs rpddi sh-yellow. in
tpr s ti cps of e lytral pun c tation la c king 
rrticulation. aed eagus IWu sth o ff. 19:34. fig . 
(,71 with th e median lobe tri a n/!ularly 
narrowed into an acut e apex. dis tin ctly s hortpr 
than th e paran1!'res. Length : 3.:3 to 3.H mm . In 
the pal ea re ti c region S. jllh ' i co rflis is known 
from Europe s .1. including th e !\1"dite rr anean. 
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