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TH REE SPECI E~ OF COLEOPTERA :\E\\ TO 
BHITISH COLl\lBIA 

W. LAzonhO 

At 0 50yooS on July I. 1972 I fOllnd th e fir st 
authenti c Briti sh Columb ia spec im e ns o f the 
hollyhock weev il. Apion lon girostric 01 . 
IApe lmonini Cllrcu lionida!'1. Thi s \\'e ll ­
known palearc tic sp!'cil' s. native to sOlltlH'rn 
and sOlltll!'a stern Ellrope. As ia Minor and 
Pers ia I lran I. wa s fir s t fOllnd in No rth 
America in 19 14. A ccordin ~ to Hat c h 119711 it 
is now widl' spread over til(' United S tat es . It 
rea ched th e Pal:ific Northwest in 1966 and is 
known fr o m ea stern \Va shin~ton and wl' s tl'rn 
Orego n . 

I no ted a numbe r of hollyhoc ks . Alth ea 
rosea Clwvr .. in a gardl'n with th e leavl' s badly 
damage d by small rOllnd hol es. Clo se in­
spection reveall'd a colon\' of th e hollyhoc k 
weevils. many in cOP llla. cnl\din g on th e 
leaves. stl'm s and flo\\'f' r buds. Th e females . 
whi ch wpre !'as ily r!' cog nizabl e hy til!' ex­
trem ely lo ng ros trum. whi ch is lon g(' r than th e 
res t o f til!' body. \\' ere bllrrowin g int o th e blld s. 
and both se xes were feeding on til!' leav!'s . 
Hllndred s of weev ils. in perfec t co ndition. were 
seen in thi s gard!'n and on othpr hollyho c ks 
close by. A search f' lse wher!' in Osoyoo s 
prodll ced no fllrth er s pecim f' ns . 

It is impo ss ibl e to say if this occurren ce 
indicat es a rl' cl' nt immigration or if th e speci es 
wa s pres!'n t ea rlier. but ov!'rlook!'d . I sa,,' non e 
in this arf'a in 1966 or 19(,7. S in c!' J IU1\'1' 
nume ro us spec im ens from th e Ukrain e and 
Pe rs ia III my coller.:tion. I too k on ly 24 
spl'c im f' n s. ho ping that thi s Apion wo uld 
becom e es tablish ed h ere. On e pair ha s bee n 
deposited in th e Univ ers ity of British Co lumbia 
collection. and one pair in Mr . .I. Gran t' s 
collection at Vernon. 

The spec ies of th e genu s Phyllotreta 
I H a ltic i n i : C h r ysom e lid ae I are in suffice n tl)' 
known . Many art' in cons pic lloll s . small and 
dull-looking and do not attra ct the attpntion of 

entomo logists . Be ing parti cularly int e r es ted in 
the holarc ti c a spf'c t of tilt' genus. I wa s pleasf'd 
to find two spee ies new to Briti sh Co lumbia. P. 
lI/aTla C hitl. is a larg e v ittatl' American spec ies. 
rE'cord ed by C hitt end e n 119271 from U ta h . 
Nevada. Orf'go n a nd Montana and by Hat ch 
from wes tern Montana and OrE'g'o n . On e 
femal e wa s tak en by Mr. G. H . Larnclf'r a t 
Errington. on Vancouver Is land . Allgu st 9. 
I <)31 and df't erm inf>d by Professo r L. G. 
Gentner lin ('oil. mcal. I collected three 
female s at I:: ssonda l!'. on March 3 1. 1969; 
April il. 1969: and jun e 16. 1971. All werf' 
cre e ping on th e cas t-fa c in g wall of a buildin g. 
According to C hitt end.' n the hos t plant is mo st 
lik e ly I]('dgl' mu s tard. Sis.l'lnbrillm sp. Th e 
rep!'a t!'d though spo radic occ urren cf' o f thi s 
spec ies and it s OCc urrf'n ce in two wid e ly 
sepa ratPfIloca liti ('s indi cates that it is probab l\' 
a nativt' in seet: it s apparent rarity in Briti sh 
Columbia may p E' rh a ps be due to it s be in g IH'ar 
t1lf' north e rnmos t !'x tremity of its range. 

Phvl/otreta ilrm()/'iIC iac Koch. is a nativ e of 
I·:urope \\'hi ch wa s fir s t collected in Nort h 
Ameri ca in IB 9:\. It was fir st rf>corded from tI](" 
Pacifi c Northwl'st by Sch uh. in no rth e rn 
Id aho. in Il)(,() I Hat ch I <)711. I too k o ne 
spec inH'n of this eas ily recognizable s pec ies on 
the " 'all of a buildin g at E ssondale on lun!' 17 . 
I ()61l. 'I'll(' hos t plant is horse radi sh. Armoracin 
lapa/hifoliaGilib. I=Cochlea ria ilrmO/'iIC;;1 L.I. 
and it appears that th ... 1)('('\1 (' is a monoph agl' 
of thi s inlrodll f'C'n plant. No horse radi sh ~r()\\'!"O 

in E ssonda lp but it is pMsibl f' that it is 
cultivated in nearby Port COf]u itlam . Th e 
spec imen co ll ec ted cou ld hav E' flo\\'n in fro m 
that loca lity. carri ed o n an easter l- ,,·ind . or 
perhaps. b'eca use of th!' proximity of th e 
railro ad to th e building. it "a s import f' d 
rcc!' ntl~ ' from l'as tprn '\Iorth Am prica on a 
fr!'ight train . 

R e fe rences 

Chittenden. F . H . 1927. The Species of Phyllotreta !\ionh of i\I exico. Em . Am. 8: 1-6:3 . 

Hatch , M . H. 1971. The beetles of the Pacific \: orthwest. Pa rt \ '. L·ni\·. \\·ash. P ress. Seattle &: 
Lond on. 




