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Pend ergas t. C . 19, I . [ntrodu ction io Orga nic 
Gardenin g. Nash Publi shing. Los Angeles, 
167 pp .. $2.50 in Ca nada. 

N ull. G. and Staff . 1972 . How 10 Grow Food 
Urganica /ly. Leisure Boo ks. In c.. New 
York. 27il pp .. 9.)c. 

T yler. H. 197 :!. Orga nic Gardenin t! Withoul 
Poisons. Po cket Boo ks ISimon (~ Schu s terl. 
Ne w York. :!24 pp .. S J. SO. 

Rocla le . Robert . Ed. 19 71 . Th e Busic Book of 
Organic Gilrc/enin g . Ballantyn e Boo ks . 
In c .. New Yo rk. ;1 7, pp .. $ 1.2 5. 

Harri son . J . B. 1<)72. GlJlJd Food Na tllral/y. J . 
J . f) oug la ~ Ltd . . \\ ' (,,; t Yan co llver .11 6 pp .. 
$:1 .9 5. 

A s on e wh o strllgg led for yea rs to grow food 
in prp-DDT day s. "ith indiffe rent slI ccess. [ 
ha ve a scep tic's interest in the rll rrpnt olltbr('ak 
of books on organic gardening. Listing this 
randomly chosen qllintPl o f paperbacks in my 
O\l'n ascending oreler of m erit was a temptation 
not to bp res is ted. 

'I'll!' firs t IS w('11 printed and bo und. 
ca r f' i f>ss ly proofread and without illu stration s. 

whi ch mi/!ht even hav p improvprI it : th e ~' COllld 
sca rc'e ly hav e harmed it. The book exemplifi es 
e\'prythin g th a t is half-b aked abollt thp oqrani(' 
food mo vpm ent. This is a pity h(' cau se th (' 
mov pmpnt is a logical and hpalthy r eactiol1 to 
th e hard se ll of mer-refin ed and ov(' r -procPssNI 
('oll\Ot' ni e nf' f' foon s. to car(' lrss and rxee~:-;i yr lI S("' 

nf r-h('mi('al:;. and If'sS logi ca lly . to m a,;,; ­
prodll ced . farm -fa c tory fo od s. 

M II('h is m ad e hpre o f th e Grand Plan of 
:\atllff' . Thi s is ne \'(' r laid Ollt in so mall\' 
\\·orris. bllt th e phra sp i,; re rll'Hted O\'er and 
'" .' r. In st'c ts and insP('ti .. i<i cs arc cO\'er eel in .) 
pagf' ,'; \\ hi('h confirm tl](' s lIperficia lity of th e 
allthor's kno\dedgp. Some sampl es: tl]f' in ;;ec t 
"orld nllmlJ('r s in til(' million ,; of spec ips : th prl' 
ar(' (dl.(I(I(I riiff f' rpnt typ ('s of p('sti('ide;;: "It is 
an f'sta bli slH'd fact that in:;ec!:; \"i ll attack an 
IInh"alth\' plallt hefon' tlH'Y will a ttack a 
h(' alth\' . ,';Olllld plallt ... " tth e ill st·.'h cOllld 

eas il y be tr apped if only th ey kn ew thi s 
establi shed fac t too I: " in sec tic ides . .. began 
killin g large numbers of other animals in­
cluding man him se lf. Th ere are la kes and 
stream s throughout our country which are 
totally devoid of all life becau se of these 
wond er powders . Hundreds of thou sands of 
acres o f farm and for es t lands h ave been 
sprayed. and ~prayed again. po iso ning th e 
land s and all of th e life upon it." IP. 149 . 
Em p has is add ed ). This is poor stuff for a book 
publi sh ed in 19 " 1. Th e fac ts of pollution are 
bad eno ugh without pilin g fal sehood on 
exagg-era tion . 

The author extrapol a tes from amateur 
gard ening- to co mmerci a l farmin g without. 
app an'ntl y. recognizin g any differen ce in scal e . 
Hi s treatm ent o f gard enin g cons is ts m ostly o f 
sketch" in s tru ction s on ho w to mak e co mpost. 
rath e r ' th an on how to grow frllit s and 
vpgetables. a s stat ed on th e cover. Nowhere 
does he s ug-ges t spec ific m ethod s to redu ce 
in sec t d a m age. The whole issue is q llickly 
sid es tepped by sta ting th a t there is an eno r­
nHHI S nlll11ber of ways. all of Ih e n} easy and 

3\'ai la "ll' throll /! h a short trip to th e librar y. No 
hihliography is giH>n. 

The author ha s an irrit a tin g kn ac k for the 
\\Ton g word. P.g.: erosion will he stifl ed: Sir 
HO\\'ard ISir Albert H owa rd I for cib ly ex ­
daimr'd hi s stand : sc ientis ts \\'ho rpgaled in 
tllt' ir ar- hi .,H'nH' nt s : Ollr vOllth formlli a tin g a 
signifi(,ant nllmher of ppo p le . TIlt' \\Titing in 
ge nera l is an ahra sive mixtllre o f high-flown 
phra ;;('s . italics and colloq lliali sm s. It in c illd es 
so m p l'o mpl('II' ly mpaningless passages abollt 
\\hi r " it is diffi c llit to writ.> ,;o be rly : for in­
stann': 11'. 971 ".-\ so il that is ri ch III 

mi cros('o pic lif('. is ri ch in o rga ni c m a tte r . and 
is a f{'rtile , oil. :\ so il that is ri ch in o rganic 
mattN is natllrall\' a so il that is ri ch in 
Illi('rw'l'op ir lif(,. '1atllr" work s In pvpr­
\\"id t' lling circles." In t'\'er-n arruwin g O n (\5 too. 

appan' ntl\'. 
(Inly th e nlOst heady I' nthll s ia st eO llld 
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S!' rio ll sly \I' ,HI I' all th !' way thmll f! h this dllll 
infiat NI. inuc t: llrat e and rplw tilioll s potboil('r. I 
fini shed il wilh a sp nsp .,f r('lipf. 

Th l' se t:ond book is so nH' wh a l more 
profpss ionally wrill l' n. bill I s(' .' nH' d not 10 ha,'p 
('hangl'd books a s I slfllgf!I('(1 throllgh 111(' dp!,p 
v('rbal mll s kl' f! o f s('o rl' s of pagps of n1<llln­
d!'fing abo llt n a tllr l" 5 (, , ·(' Ies. I s lI s pec l that 
allthon; s lI .. h a s th t'sl' ('o nfin f' th pir reading to 
ea t: h o th.' r ·s book s . whic h tlH'Y paraphrase for 
th.' m 51' ''·l's . Whole pagps .. ollid Iw pxc han gpc! 
bl'twee n th em and no on!' \\'ollid gIH' " th !' 
diffe rt' n pp. 

At le a st some in s trll .. tion s an' g ivpn he re on 
hOI\" to g ro w plant s. Hilt Ihe book ap p.' al s fairly 
dir.,clly al so to food faddi sts. Thll s th e la st 4 1 
pp. are deVOlI'd to bri pf cif. scription s of Ihl' 
nlltritive valliI' of food s . from agar-af!ar. a le 
and a lm o nd s. throll f! h caro b . ca viar ... ola nllt s, 
crab 111('at. Illall. 1l1 C:l ngo. 111Hrgarinl' and o ys ters 
to \'int'g"ar. walnut and y(J~lIrt : o b\'ioll sly not 
r(' s tri .. tl'd 10 til!' s impler gard pn crop s. This is 
prl'Pl'dl'd by 22 pp . o f tabl r s on th l' " ilamins of 
ordinary food s and th pir co nt ent of vital 
plpm l'nt s. The author s sllbsn il)t' to th t' th eo r y 
of "pla stiC' '' vege tabl l' s. a(' .. ordin g 10 which 
""h('mi t: alized" food s are a t lJt's t non -nlltritio ll s 
and a l ,\"o rs t. toxi c. TIH'rp is a spt'(' ial but 
IIllel l' finpd meaning for Ih p \\"ord loxic: it 
app t'a r" 10 1)(' a mil c h more serioll s and 
dan 1-!() r()lI ~ co ndition thC:lll JlH'fPly rn isonoll s . 

On dlemica l pl' s ti c iciPs If> pp.l . th e a llthors 
ar p s till hllng lip on DD T. ,\"hi ch is til!' o nly onl' 
nam cd. It iss ta tcd to be firml y linkl'd to cancer 
and ca pable of doubling th e n llt' of hllilla n 

m lltatio n I I' . :;71. Bdor!' th !' 194 0' s. farm e r s 
arf" sa id to h ave " ust'd n at ural. 
meth od s. in c illding h in lo gic al 
Farlll Pr'; in til l' 11) 3 ()' s and "'Irli l' r 

tradition a l 
l'()11 t ro l . · · 

di d ind eed 
II SI-' p yrl' thrullI alld ro t l' nOll 1-' hilt th l'~' a lso used 
traditional COlllp ollnel s of iron. Ipael . m pr t: llry. 
pho s p horu s . t:o pp('r . fill o rin p. thallillm . a nd 
mos t comlTlon. effective. da ngt' rOll s . and 
pe r~ i s te nl o f all . tht' bioc ide. arseni c. Th e rc 
we r t' no others avai lable . 

r\ nll mb.'r of c hap ters hay l' bibl iographi es 
whi ch re fer 10 book s rath er th an 10 a rti e lps . 
Som ethin g w('nt \lTon g \I'ith til!' a lready 
in adeqllatl' 2-pa gp illcit'x. In Iw(' nly tri ps I 
t:oll id no t fi nd a pag p r efprpn.' c th ai ,\"a,; e ' l'n 
close . 

Thi s is not tnl t' of th !' book hy II. A . Ty ler. 
whi ch has a goo d index. Th f' ('o ,'l' r hlllrb stal l', 
thai Ih l' all th or is a profl'ss ional ga rell' n l'r. 
trailwd in the lIa tllral sl"l'in(", '" I I "onH's 
throllgh ("Iearl;' that h I' work s frolll Iwr,,, o ll al 
(' xlwr i(,I1"" alld kll"\\'s \I·h .,I'( '" I' Ill ' wrilcs . 'T'h t'rt, 
is a fai r anloll llt "f padcling : Ih. , I~ pI' is larg l': 
tin ' righ t IHargin i:-, irrt1g" lliar a :-; in t~ IH':o' cript : 

filII pagr s a nd t' , '(' n dOllblr pages are devoted to 
pholo s of subj l'cls SlIc·h as: ea rthworm s. 
compos t. soil. lillin g proc('sses. a few ppsts a nd 
lI'dlll animal s. garril' n s in California . th e 
allthor. a hand sonlt' old d og. doing his thin g. 
and ~om" dnl\\'in gs of bird s . pes ts . f' quipm e nt 
and hird hox ps . .\Jpv(, rth pll'ss . it is a book that 
Illig-hi appeal to 1l1uny ga rd f' IH·rs . 'rh e in­
~trll t' tion ~ for l!f()\\"ing- a rp rea so nably sp<'rific 
so that th e book t:o llid se rv e a s a refl'rPIl(' e. It is 
"astl" s lIp,'rior to th e t,\" o rpvip ,\"ed abo,·p. 

Th ., la s t .. hap l"' r. on Ihl' wa sta ge of manllrl' 
from la rgl' f"l'e1 lot s and po ss ibl t' solution s to 
til t' prohl pm. is (' xcp ll ent. 

Th!' R odal r n a nl(' s hollid indicat f' that th e 
lI!'xt book is 'Hill en by pros . and that th e 
informali o n h as s ioo d th e tl' s t of tim e . Tril l' 
eno ug h. with a ft' w r l's(' r va tio ns. Th e book is 
orga nized a s fo llow ~ : What is a n organic 
gardl'llI'r'! III p p.l. SI't.:r(' IS of th e best orga nic 
gard pnPrs Iq (, p p.l. \rh at to gro\l' and ho \\' 
12 10 pp.l . Prot ection again st the bll gs (50 
pp.l. Whf'n to hary pst 116 pp.l. Th e organic 
way (22 pp . I, an appendix t:on tainin g ad­
drl' ssps of distrib llt ors of natu ral fe rtilizprs . e tc. 
1:\ in H.C. I and organip gardenin g c illbs I I in 
B. C.I. a good glossary and an ind e x. Mostl y 
straightfo rward stll ff. 

Thl' sec tion o n Pl's t co nt ro l is th e \\,pak cst in 
th e book. It in c illd ps a bo llt eqllal a m o unts of 
enth II siasm. good Sl' n se. anthropo morph ism. 
faith . wi shful th inking . and unan s\l'pred 
q ll (' s tion s. Tlw e nth II s ia sm is pervas ive : th e 
good se nse pops li p no w and th en a s in ad­
vocating th e keep ill g of bantam hell S in th e 
garden. a ve ry old technique : th e an­
th ropomorph is m s how ;;, a mong other places. in 
lad ybugs fca stin g OIl scal es. and vario us b ird s 
rp lis hin g . de li g h tin g. deriving g rea t joy or 
sa ti s fa c tion from pest s : th e faith and wish fill 
thinkin g go togpth e r. Aphids are sa iel to detest 
plan s gro wn in orga nica ll y ri ch soil - bill th e 
aphid s elo not a g ree . at leas t no t those in my 
garden: w()odppckp r s are said tn cons llm e 
more th a n :')0 '. o f ('odlin g m oth lar vae in 
wint!'r - pe rh aps so. b llt th ey are hoppless lv 
in .. ff ('C' ti v(' a s co ntrol " in wes tern No rth 
Amer ica. a ccordin g to J. A. Marsha ll : birel 
box .. , arl' s a id 10 a ttracl bird s th a t will takf' 
.. arp of all ins('(' t probl,'m ~ - b ut th t' di.;r ll ptive 
<:Uld a~.q.! r p~s i \'P sta rlin~s and English sparro w s 
ar t' sc arc l'l , ' Ill pnlionpd. 

T h l' IIn<1I1S \\ !'red qu ps tions arp SlI c h as 
th",, ': for b"an IWl't/p co ntrol SO Ill P ganlP ll!'r s 
arl' ,aid 10 h<l\l ' Il sf'd a mix tur(' of cru slwd 
lllrn ip., a nd .. orn " il II'. 2()()1. Bill hO\l"! In 
\ \lli.lI i.l 111 0 1111 t :-;'.' \\ ' l1t'll b. ·t·n b("\C' tJc. s are cwti\'t, 
Sil l" ' " III1' nips an' nlll sll,' ,;p.'dlin g"! " lI ot 
P"pp. ' r s pra, IS a n I'a,,~ and ,·('rtain conlrol" for 
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roo t maggot s II'. 2-:- 11 . H ow'! As a repe ll an t '! 
On th e soi l '! In th e soi l '! Against adu lt fl ies'! 
Dena turpd a lco ho l is th e re m rny for mf'alybugs 
on ho u sf' p.lants. H ow'! No method is given. A 
:~ ' . oi l Spray is anv ispd for mites . Not in 
summ er. surely'! Non-tox ic sprays of " sour 
milk ami sa lt mixtures" are said to be d fl' c ti vc 
aga in s t cabbage m aggo ts IP. 2671. H(m does 
on e get so ur m ilk thro ug h a spray nozz le '! 
What arl' til{' nontox ic but effect ive con­
centration s o f sa lt '! And where are th e y ap­
pli ed'! Th e habit th ese au th ors h ave of skip­
ping lig htly over th e nitty g ritt y detail s o f 
pest con tro l is disconce rt ing and co ntrasts wit h 
nu pp. o f m eti c ulo u s instruc tion s on exactly 
what to I( row . precisely ho \\' a nd wh er e. 

A sp urio us air of veracity is given by so m e 
rf' fe r f'nce s to p ubli sh ed sc ientific papers. su c h 
as those of p lan t pathologis ts wh o a tt empted to 
reduce tr a n ;; mi ss ion of certain viru ses by 
treatment ,,,ith juicc from W' PI)f' r p lants ; o r th e 
finding that , ugar kill s npmHtodes. \",\/ 1' read 
that fungi art' th p ,' n emy of n ematodes II'. 
24 11 . b ut the fungi art' li n specified ; th e im­
pn' ss ion giVl'n is any fllngi. These findin g s arc 
still s evp ra l remo\'!' s from gard e n app licat ion. 

Th e te xt is ba sf'(1 on material t h at ha s 
apppared in Orga ni .. Gard,' ni n(.! lVla(.!azin e. and 
so is written by nearl , a do ze n authors . in­
cluding notably the ed itor . In s um the book is 
\\o rthwh ile an d a (.!ood on l' to reco mnwnd to 
pro spef' tiv(l organ ic gard( , tlt'r ~ who ('an hardly 
fail to find of Ipad of som,' kind if not a (' 111'1' for 
most problem s. 

A lth ough it is attradin,l, pr int ed. bO llnd 
and illll s tr ated. it is a pity that John H arrison's 
book is so expensive . for it is by far th e bes t of 
thi s gro up in eve ry rt' s l)('Ct. Harrison h a s a d eft 
turn of phra :-w Hnt! his writing is din-'c t. fn"s hr-r 
and mort' perso nal than that o f the h a c k s who 
gri nd Ollt material th ey h ave " r psearc hed". or 
that of th p d ozl' n profess ional o rgani(' write rs . 
Thl' fir s t c h ap te r. in fact. is a utobi o(.! raphi('a l 

,md prese nt s hi s persona l p hilosophy. 
Harri son's gra s p of sc if'ncp a nd sc ie ntif ic 

method is wpak. but there is nothinl( wrong 
with hi s un dcrs tand in (.! of th e eco nom ics of 
food produc ti on. nor of hi s di stin c tion bf'twee n 
farmin(.! a nd g ardening. H e is th e on ly o ne of 
these author s wh o appea rs to m a ke a n y 
conn ec ti on be twee n th e pop ulation p rob le m 
and food 111 ass-prod u ced with ch e 111i ca l fe r­
tilizers. H e seem s to be th e onl y one wh o h as 
ac tu a ll y made a livin (.! by organic farm in g 
rath er th an by writin g abo ut it. H e was he lped 
in thi s by ha ving se ttle d c lose to a large and 
aff ill e nt ('en t re o f population where he co uld 
ge t til{' loya l c lie nte le and ca rriage trad e prices 
that hi s m eth ods d emand ed . 

H avi ng lo ng esch ewed th e ir u se . H arriso n 
appears to have little r ea l knowledge of in­
sec ti c ides. He drags Ollt tirpd argum ent s su ch 
as th e one about in sects a('q uirin g res is ta n ce 
from sub-le th a l d oses . th e n needing s t ronge r 
and s trong er c h emica ls for con tro l. No n e can 
'q uestion th e logic of hi s arg llm ent that th ose 
wh o profit from ch e mica ls sho uld do th e work 
of as sayi n g th e m. In fa c t th ey d o. But would 
H a rri son rea lly pre fer th a t th e cllPm ica l 
('ompanies al so make th e final dpcision s o n 
ac(' e ptan ce or rejec tion. li se patt e rn s a n d 
dosages. Some body h as to . Wou ld h e no t prefer 
that the st' d e tails be workrd o ut by respo n sible 
pu b li c servant s with no ax!' to gr ind '! On ly te n 
pages arl' (.!ive n to P I'S ts and Pesti c id es . so th a t 
th e trt' a tm ent is n ecessar ily sUlwrfic ial. 

T h,' (' hapters on Planting and G row in g . 
Harves tin g a nd Storing. a re c lear. qu ite 
sp('eific in tlH' ir in s tru ction s . a nd WI'll 
illu s tratl·d; they includ e fi ve pa(.!es on coo kin g. 
' Ill e final c hapt er is a miwd bag o f advice. 
1l11I C h of whi ch S("C' 111 S tn hf'l o ng in fnrf'g'oing 

Sf'l'lion s. '1'11(' orga nization fa ll s off . bu t it is 
pIlS,ib lp to find r pfp rPIH'ps ,,· it h a good .~ -pagp 

ind" x. 
H. R. Mi/c Ci/rthy 


