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'l'h is is i.l very cOllragpolls undprtakin g. and 
on th e whol!' a successful nne . The purpn,p is 
no thing less th a n to provide "an ea sy ,v ay tn 
ide ntify the more common in s!'!: t,; of Nort h 
Am<'fica north of Mexi co". I t is th e next log ica l 
stpp beyond Essig's Irl.~ er·l s of Wester" North 
America , an d is perhap s more usa ble by 
laym en. TIlt' concep t is that of a si mpl e. swift 
introdu ction to in sec ts as an imal s. tlH'i r 
charactc ris tics. hiol ogy and va lu e: a sho rt 
piClIIrf'f1 key to Orders: th pn th e desc ription s of 
Am('tabo la Ii, s pp.l . L'aurometahol a 111l!) 
spp. l. a nd Holometabo la 1<)!) 1l spp .l : a li s t of 
familips rppresented: a 14-pag'> glo,,,a rv : a 
g('n('ral bibliogra p hv. up-tn-d a tI' Hn d we ll 
(' ho sf' n : and a tpc hn ica l t ax onolllic 
bib li ography. by an d for spec ialis t ,.;. Canadiam; 
and C. D. A workns ar~ vp ry well re pres" n ll'd. 
('sp"c iall,· in tl](, latt e r. T herf' art· t" o ind p,ps: 
subj ects and colllmon namps 11 4 pp_l: and 
s('ipntifi, · na m ps 1:!4 1'1'.1. 

The lin c drawings ar~ always ac ross th e top 
of th., page. a II seful idpa for quick reference . 
An ndu lt of pvery o ne of th e 117 I spp. is 
illu s trated . Often th ere is more than one 
drawing per species. showing an egg. a larva 
or a pupa. vf' nation . habi tu s. e tc. On average 
('uch in sf'c t is s h ow n f r o lll o n e to two in c h es 
long. with a s ize scalf' g ive n. unfortunate ly . I 
think. in inches ta kpn to two plaecs nf d ec imal s 
for minutp form s . Fp,,· ava ilabl e ruler s show 
indlf's in tpnth s. Illuch less in hundwdths. 
Surpl y millim eters would hav!' bee n a more 
use ful sca le. and certainl y onc with a better 
futurf' '! H o weve r. it should not be a great task 
to l'onvprt tilt' figu rps for som e futllre ed ition . 
Th" dl' scription is genpra lh opposite or be low 
till' dra win g on the sa me page . Hanges are 
givpn wit h Iltm o;; t ('cono m), in tllf' tex t. 

A bonus is a cen tre se!'l ion of il pa ges 111 

.... Ior. s howin g such Ippidoptprou s goodies as 
,o;\\' al!owtail s. a (·pcropiH. a l11 0narch a nd a 
,ciceroy . admiral ,. fritillarie s. polyphpmu s. 
imp"rial and c ~ · nthia mo th ,; . and a sma ll . 
... ,Jorful se lpct ion "f bel'S . " asps. Iwet lps and 
th rep fI ics . 

'I'll!' author ., arp Ca lifornians. and tl](' 
fo n· ,,·ord i, b,· Dr. !-: vp rt I. S(' hlin g,>r. of th e 
lin i\' " r,; it y of Ca lifornia at Rprk " lpy . 
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