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Cramptonomyia spenceri Alexander is a 
distinctive nematocerous fly of the Pacific coast, 
discovered by Professor G. J. Spencer at Van
couver on 30 March 1930 (Alexander , 1931; 
,Jacob, 1937; Vockeroth, 1974). It is the only 
described Nearctic and Canadian species of the 
family Pachineuridae (McAlpine et al. , 1979 ). 
The fly is especially prevalent in red alder 
(Alnus rubra) woods where the larva tunnels 
under the bark of rotten alder logs (Vockeroth, 
1974). Vockeroth lists all the known localities 
for Cramptonomyia spenceri. These range from 
Wallace Bridge and Castle Rock, Oregon north 
to Hope and Mount Seymour, British Columbia. 

On 26 March 1979, one of us (RJC) collected 
a male Cramptonomyia at Kaien Station, Kaien 
Island, 5 km south of Prince Rupert, British 
Columbia . This is approximately 700 km north
west of the previous most northerly locality for 
the species. At 1200 h , males were common 
among the drift logs and shrubbery along the 
railway tracks parallelling the shoreline of the 
sea. Stands of red alder grew 20 m away from 
the collection site. The weather was warm and 

sunny; the temperature was about 12°C. No 
adults were observed at the same location on 16 
April 1979. 

On 10 March 1979, one male, and on 31 
March 1979, 21 males and two females were 
collected in a pure stand of young red a lders 
at the University of British Columbia in Van
couver. Eggs (see Vockeroth, 1974) were found 
on rott ing alder logs on the latter date; in one 
case the egg density was 1 per 2 cm'. On 18 
April 1979 no adults were seen at the same loca
tion : Vocke roth (1974) also noted a disappear
ance of adults from this Vancouver locality in 
the first half of April, 1973. 

Although the Prince Rupert record represents 
a considerable northerly extension of the known 
range of Cramptonomyia spenceri, the above 
observa tions suggest there is little difference 

' in its period of activity at the two latitudes. 
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