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11 n ilrmoriam 

CAPTAIN R. V. HARVEY 

Captain R. V. Harvey was born at Londonderry. Irel a nd. in 1872. 
H is earli er educati on was received a t Live rpool College. From thi s 
in stitution he ma tri cu lated into Magdalen College . Cambridge . 'where 
he g raduated as a :'Ia st er of A rts. 

Coming to Vancouver in 1900, he opened the Queen' s Schoo l, a 
private academy for boys. U n de r hi s ab le directi on thi s in stitution 
g re\l' to such dim en sions tha t it w as found advi sable to tra n splant it to 
V ictori a , w here a more suitab le environment could be found. He th ere 
co-operat ed \I·ith the R ev. W. W. Bolton and Mr. J. C. Ba rn acle in th e 
establi shment of the U ni ve r sity School. 

During th e nine yea rs th at Capta in Harvey spent in Vancou ve r, he 
wa s indefatigable in hi s effort s to p romote th e interest s of E ntomology 
in thi s P rov ince. It wa s la rgely due t o hi s efforts th at th e B. C. 
E ntom ological Societ y was inaugurated in 1902. For nine years he was 
Secretary of that Society . and wa s tireless in hi s endeavours t o m ake 
it a success. 

Captain Harvey had studied the L epidoptera in E ng land, w here he 
had made an exten sive collection . He naturally specialized in thi s o rder 
\I·hen he fir st co ll ec ted in B riti sh Columbi a . and many new record s and 
several ne w species w ere added to our li st s as the result of hi s work. 

In 1904 he turned hi s attenti on t o the study of Diptera. and during 
the next four yea t·s hi s co ll ection s in thi s o rder w ere exten sive and 
va luabl e. In the Canadian E ntomolog'ist for January. 1908, P ro f. Ray
mond C. Osburn. in hi s at·ti cle on B .C. Sy rphidae , says: " Especia l refer
ence mu st be made to th e excell ent work of P rof. R . V. Har vey. o f 
Queen's Sc hoo l. Vancou ve r , to wh ose ca reful co ll ecting t wentv- two o f 
the add ition s are due ." 

In 1906 Capta in Harvey made a co ll ec ting tri p ove r th e Hope Trail 
to P rinceton, walking one hundred a nd thirty miles. T he result s were so 
sati sfactory that he repea ted th e trip in 1908. Thi s, perhap s, ma rk s the 
last se ri ous w ork he attempted in conn ection w ith E ntom ology . Botany 
began to appea l to him as a ne w fi eld of study; a nd w ith cha rac teri sti c 
th oroughness he se t abou t th e in ves tigat ion of our w est ern flora. On 
hi s return from the fir st Hope Tra il trip h e sta rted th e Vancou ve r 
Naturali st s' F ield Club . a n in s tituti on \I'hi ch fl ouri shed durin g th e tim e 
he \I'as connected II· ith it. but \I·hi ch. on hi s re ll1 O\'a l to \ · icto ria. becam e 
moribund fo r \I'ant o f a g uidin g spirit. 
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But oth er field s of effort now cla im ed hi s attention . From the ve ry 
incepti on of the Boy Scout m ovement he became one of its m ost enthu si
a st ic supporters. The Cadet Corp s of U nive r sity School, V ictori a, al so 
found in him its ab le spon so r. 

It is not surpri s ing t o find him associating him se lf in a m ore se rious 
way wi th military affairs. vVi th the es tabli shment of the 88th Fu silier s, 
Capta in Harvey took out hi s comm iss ion . His fir st t aste of active 
se rv ice was during th e mining di sturba nces on Vancouver I sland. Then 
came the decla ration of war, and Captain II a rvey wa s one of the fir st 
t o offe r hi s se rvices. 

He was dra fted w ith the 7th Batta li on and aft er tra ining a t Val
carti er and later at Sali sbury Plain, was with th e fir st Canadian force s 
to go to F rance. Here he was wounded and taken pri soner in the gallant 
cha rge of the Canadians during April, 1915, and died in a Germ a n con
centration camp som e few weeks la t er. 

The news of hi s dea th broug ht heartfelt sorrow to a ll w ho knew 
him . His per sonality was mag neti c in it s power to attract and charm 
those w ho were in any way intima tely assoc iat ed with him. The ver
satility o f hi s mind ,"vas so combined w ith a sing leness of purpose and 
concentration of effort in whatever he undertook that we find him exce l
ling in many of life's acti v iti es. D uring hi s res idence in th e West he 
m ade many fri end s, who w ill long m ourn hi s loss. and yet wh o will fee l 
a certa in v icarious pride in th e hero ic na ture of hi s death. 

R. S. SHERMAN. 


