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NOTE ON THE OCCURRENCE OF RHAGOLETIS FAUSTA (0.5.) 
(DIPTERA: TRYPETIDAE) IN THE OKANAGAN VALLEY 

M . D . PROVERBS 

Fruit In sect Laboratory, D ivision of Entomology, 
Canada Departm ent of Agriculture, Summerland, B,C. 

In the winte r of 1950, a sample of 
frozen sour che rries infested with 
dipterous larvae was r ece ived from 
the Canada Experim enta l Station at 
Summ erland. The larvae were par· 
t ially decomposed w hen they reached 
the F rui t lnsect Laborato ry, Summ er
land, so t hat positive identification 
was impossibl e. H oweve r, it was be
lieved t hat the la rvae were of one o f 
the chen'y fr ui t flies comm on to many 
fruit-growing areas of North Ame rica. 

Neith e t· Rhagoletis fal/s/a (O,S ,) nor 
R.. cingfllata (Loew) has prev ious ly 
been recorded from the Okanagan 
Va ll ey. In Briti sh Colum bia R. fal/J/a 
has been a pes t in the Kootenay dis 
tri ct for many yea rs. 1 t was a lso re
ported fro m the north shore of th e 
Shuswap Lake, opposite Ca noe, in 
1936, and a t Salm on Arm in 1937. 
R . fausta is the only species recorded 
from the Flathead Vall ey of Montana, 
whereas R. cingulatu is th e only species 
found in the lower mainla nd of Brit
ish Columbia. Both R. faust a anr! R. 
cingulata a re pests on Vancouver Island 
a nd as fa r north as Wena tchee in the 
Sta te of Washington . 

The source o f the infested cherries 
was traced to an orcha rd in the Bear 
Creek distri ct , about three miles from 

the vVestbank fer ry landing. 1 n the 
spring of 1951, traps were set out in 
this orchard to dete rmi ne what species 
of fruit fly was present. On I\Iay 31, 
so il sifted from under the sou r-che rr v 
trees y ield ed five puparia and tW() 
empty pupal cases. The latter we l-e 
in good condi t ion, sugges ting tha t 
fli es had rece ntly eme rged from them, 
a lt houg h no adul ts were seen in the 
o rchard at, this time. Seven davs 
late r one fly w as caught in a sZ)il 
emergence cage and two on a st icky 
board. These flies were subsequently 
identified as of Rhagoletis faust a (O.S.) 
by Mr. J. F. McAlpine, Division of 
E ntomology, Ottawa. 

Fly emergence reached its peak ill 
the third week of June. By th e end 
of the month alm os t every sour cherry 
(la rgely Montm orency) con tained one 
or mor e maggots, a nd an occasiona l 
sweet cherry (Bing and Lambert ) w as 
a lso infested. A few fli es w ere still 
fo un d alive on the sticky boa rds wh en 
trapping was discontinued on July 10, 

Orchard and packing-house surveys 
conductecl in the Westbank and 
Kelowna districts by offi ce rs of the 
Provincia l government did not reveal 
any further orchards infested wi th 
the cherry fruit fly . 




