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NOTES ON SOME WOOD-BORING BEETLES OF SAANICH, VANCOUVER 
ISLAND, B. C. (Coleoptera, Cerambycidae & Buprestidae) 

G. A. H.\ROY 

Provincial Museum. Victoria. B.C , 

Introduction. ThL' i nC l'n ti \'t' for th i" 
,tudy was th e discove r\, of a nLW road 
a llowance through a tra ct of forest a nd 
hush lan d. Th e resultant tan gle of stumps, 
logs and slash a fford ed an id ea l attrac
tion for Ceramb\,cids a nd Bupresti(b in
tent ()n matin g and o\'ipositing-. 

Th e area in\'oh'cd is about 30 mil es 
north of Victoria, B.C., a t th e edgl' of 
th e southl'l'll slope of I\1ount Doug las, 
w here it m erges into I()w-Iyin g flats and 
hollows. The trend of th e road is cast 
<I nd west; it is a hout a quarter ()f a mile 
in Icng th, a conl'C'n ient size for detai led 
l'xaminatioll. On th l' east th e road has 
its heg innin g at the basl' of :t rock\' sl()pl' 
,;upporting ;til ex tc ll si\' l' stand o f Garr\' 
oak, QIII'rCW Crrrrrflilo. Continuing in a 
w esterl \' direction th e road passes throu g h 
a sh;t!lo w I,;t l ler, crosses ;t low rid ge, a nd 
descl'nds ;tg;ti n to d:11l1p hush a nd m ea dow 
land. 

Thl' cl' ntr;t! rid gl' supports a hl'al'\, 
,ta nd of first and seco nd growth Doug
las fir, PSP{{{/of.illgo t({xi/olifl, and g rand 
fir, Ahi,· ... gntnrli ... , wi th undnhrush of 
(Icc-a n spray, Spirflt'fI rli ... color, in thl' f cw 
opl'n space's. On th e lo w er g round, alder, 

A IIlII'" !'libra, hl ac k pop lar, Poplllll'" trich
" c({rp({ and aspen, POPIiLUi trelllllioirlc ... 
;trl' th e dominant trees, with a luxuriant 
g rowth of moisture-Im'in g shrubs of 
wi ll ows, S({lix spp ., cra b-appl e, Prl'llS 

r/i ut'J'si/ f) /ill, hlack hawthorn, Crllttlcgll.'

hl'l',ui_'piltfl, dogwood, COrltllS pllhf'seell .... , 

casca ra, R!ttllllltliS pllnhiflltrl a ne! other,. 

It was hopl'd that with such a I-a ri ctl' 
() f new l)'-cut wood c::xposee! at th l' ri g ht 
season, a la rge numbe r of species o f 
Ceramb\'cidae and Buprestida e would bl' 
found .. \cco re!in g l)· th e plaCe' was I' is ited 
as often as pussibl e durin g th l' season 
fr()m I'vLtrch to September, 193+. Notl's 
and co ll ec tions wCJ'e mad l' at eac h I-isit. 

Annotated List of Species. Thl' fol

l ow in~ list includes a ll th e spec ies of 
wo()c! -I)()ring hee tl es co]]ectl'd or ohserved 
in thi s stud y, togeth l' r with bri e f not l'S 
on their numbers, hab its a nd dates of 
l'ollecrion. Spec ies occurring in numbers 
l'xceedi ng 50 indi vid ual s arc marked 
"ahundant", those 1~ l'tWl'cn 25 a llli 51) 
:l r t' d es ign ;tted as "com mOil while 
thosl' hl'tWl'l' n tj and 25 arl' notl'd as 
"sel'\: r:t!. " \Vh cn fl'wer than tj were 
(o lln: tl,d thl' exa ct numhcr IS gil-CIL 
All rC'co rds are confin ed to th l' area 
ou tl in l' d unless oth erwisl' stated. Thl' 
Spec lmcns m entioned In the list are 
ill the Pro \'incia l Museum at Vi ctori a, 
B.C. Th e arran~ement fo llowed is ac
co rdin g to L eng'; Catalogul' ( 1920) but 
w ith thl' noml'nclature rCI·ised in ce rtaill 
casl'S to agrl'L' with more rl'cent taxo
lIomic stud ies. 
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CERAMBYCIDAE 
PriU/111S caliJornicllS Mots. One und er a 
hoa rd a t hase of oak, Jul y 25 . A com
mon species . The adults a re n(lcturna l. 
Th e la rva e f eed in th e roots of d ecayed 
Doug las fir, g rand fir , (lak, ete.; o~ca 
sionall y found in th e und erg round por
tion of f ence posts except those of ceda r. 

Jl1egaSetllU11J, aspera L ec . On (" , c raw lin g 
ol'e r D o ug las fir wood at H p.m ., July 
4 . This is a nocturna l spec ies a nd is 
"ften fou nd in such odd pl aces as water 
harre ls, window ledges, etc., a ttra cted to 
th e vicin ity hy li g ht. It has hee n found 
hreedi ng in D oug las fir stumps. 

T etropilll7lveLlitinum L ee. On e, und er a 
sla h of D o ug las fir bark, 5 p.m ., J un c 
22. Nocturnal , not common. L a r vae In 

Doug las fi r . 

Opsinllis qlwrLriLirtl'atw M a nn, Onc, a t 
rest on Doug las fir stump, 5 p.m., April 
22 . Anothe r m embe r of th e ni g ht hri
gad c. They ha ve hee n found in th e base 
of d ea d Doug las and g rand fir trees 4-
to 6 inches in di a m eter, where th e lar va l 
sta ge is passed; th e ou ter portion of th e 
hurrows pro vide w inter quarters for th e 
adult. 

L eptaLia maci/cnta (!Vhnn ) . On e, on 
flow er o f R osa rtutk({n({ , June 3. I ha l'c 
ne"e r tak en it und er a ny oth e r circum
stan ces. Breeds in a ld er. 

L epta.Li{{ II/aciLl'nt({ 'v . J rankenl1flweri 
Mann. Three , on hlosso ms of R os({ Illlt 
kana, Ma y 26. T his is th c commone r 
f orm here, distinguished hy th e pal e 
lin es a t th e hase of th e e lytra, from th e 
a ll hbck colour of II/acilent{{. 

Piriunia scripta (Lec). Sn'e ral, on flo w
ers of R ow rtutk(lna, May 13- 26. Com
m on, usuall y seen only on flow ers w here 
th ey f eed on th e poll en hy day, hidin g 
hetween th e ove rl apping peta ls hy ni g ht. 

T ox otus 'vestitw Hald . Four, on flow ers 
o f R osa rtutk(lna and restin g on trunk 
o f grand fir. M ay 2 6-Jul y 4; hoth th e 
red, a nd hl ack-l egged forms , H as hee n 
reared fr om th e dec<I\'ed roots of D ou!!

las fi r. 

Centrodera spllrca (Lec) . On e, fl y ing to 
a rtifici a l li g ht a t dusk, June 22. A noc
turnal species . Adults ha ve been dug out 
of th e g round in th e vicinity ()f Garry 
()ak trees am ong th e roots o f R osa, lt1lt 
k({1U/ in F ebrua ry. L a rge la r vae wer e: 
f()und in ga ll-like swe llin gs at th e base 
of th e rose hush hut as I was unsuccess
ful in rea rin g th em, proof :IS to th eir 
id entity is lac kin g . 

Allop/odf'r(( 'Vrxfltrix Mann. Severa l, on 
hi no m of Spiraea disc oLor, Jun e 2 4 . Th is 
is th eir f avourite fl oW LT, afford in g both 
foo d a nd protec tion as th ey like to push 
their wa\' into th e hea rt of th e inflor
esce nce. 

C rfl J/llllo pt f'l"fI fiLicoruis C s)' . Common , on 
flow ers of R osa ItIttktl1U1, May 6 - 26. 
Ma tin g pa irs w er t f ound on fr eshl y cu t 
hra nch es of POPU/IIS trich oc flrpfl g iving 
a n indica ti on of their host plant , but no 
f urth er de ,'e lopm ents we re obse r \'L·d as 
proof o f thi s. 

L eptllrrt obiit(""fI/{{ (H a ld ), Common, us
ua lly ta ken in fli !!ht and restin LT un or 
cra ~lin g m er Doug las fi r logs, Jl~)' 1-29 . 

AllopLodera /aet(( L ec . Sen: ra l, Au~ust 
2 ~ , fl y in g ahout fr es hl y- exposed r()() ts~ of 
recently-fell ed Ga l:r)' oak, ill wh ich it 
hreeds. 

A nop/oder{/ crfl.f sipe.r Ll'c. Three , at rest 
on leav es etc . On e, Oil flow e r of C((1'{.1I1I 

GardlUTi. Breeds in A hies gr(l1tdis, R,,
fll/o occidnttfl /is, etc . 

AllOP/Or/lTo d% roSli Lee. Olll', WI fluwer 
o f SpiraNI disc% r, Jul\' . It is com m onl y 
taken f eedin g in fl()w ers of SpiulI:o dis
c% r, a nd hreeds ill Douglas fir. 

A1lOp/or/('ra chrr soco7l"1 Kb\,. On e, on 
fl owe r () f R osa ~tutktl1l{/ , Ma;' 13. r\ ve ry 
wide rangin g spec ies rL'c() rd ed from coast 
t() coast. 

Anop/orLl'I'rI rlehisCl'llS L ee. One, fl yin g 
a h()ut Doug las fir wo()d, Aug ust . 

l/ /ochaetes ieoninlls L ec . Fi vc, two m a les 

and three f em a les, ta ken in fli g ht June 
10 a nd Jul y I - August 26 . F lying a bout 
logs ()f g rand fir and wa lki ng over roots 
a nd stum ps of sa m e. On e o f our finest 
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long h() rn s. It rese mh les a humhleh,'l' hoth 
In a ppea ran ce a nd actions. 

V ecrr/ali..- ctlvipomi" L ec. One, extrac ted 
from pupa l ce ll in G a rr\' oa k stump in 
Fehruary. It is usua ll y ~ca rce, but mal' 
he s{'{'n in a sm a ll "c() lon\," fhi n l!' a h() ut 
a n o ld oak stump, proh;;hll 'one~ hrood 

em erg in g fr om that parti c u(;u' stump. It 
has a I'CTI' c lose rese mhl a nce to all Ich
ll {' um(Jn . 

R osali(l jllltFhris Mots. Oll e, flling a lllOIl !,!' 
D oug las fir stllmps O il w hi ch ' it : Iig htt'cl, 
no douht having straled fr()m a Il l'a rhl 

a ld e r c lum p. T~I\ 29. Our m ost halld
so m e spcc ies , typica l of th t' VallCOlIl'tTall 
fa una; found ill numhers a hou t alder IO l!':i 
in w hich th e Janae f ('ed. It ca n em;: 
a fai nt raspi ng sou nd hI' ruhhill g th e edg" 
of the pronot ulll ol'e r a fi le-l ike process 
()n th e m eso not ulll. 

Sf'lIIrtnotlis /ig nell,' (1m pLlIi Cs\'. 'J' wo, on 
ceda r fe nce post, \-larc h 2~ , This is ex 
c lusil'l·l) a ccda r feed e r 111 th e lanai 
sta gc'. ThcI m al' he ta kcn ill numher, 

in la te w inte r hy diggin g th"m out of 
th e ir pupal ce ll s in ccda r Jogs a \,ea r old. 

S(' lIIrlltotll ,' /itigio"-li i C S\' . Six, t wo Oil 

D ouglas fi r s las h , Apr il 2~, four ah()ut 
D r; ug lasfi r I ()gs, Apr i l 26. Th t' \' kecp 
t() th e un eiers id cs of branc hes a nd arl' 
cas ill ' ,)\ ',' rl""keci , 

G oll ocrt/ /lI-' cof/ari ..- Kh \'. One, at rest 
on D () ug las fi r s las h, 5 p. m ., Jun e 17; 
110 () th ers found . First reco rd for Van 
counT I:;/ a nd (Hareh ', 1936). Occurs 
ac r()ss t he- co ntill en t in th e Ilorth from 
N e wfoundlall d to ,-\I aska, SO llth to Brit
ish Columhia. 

C rt!/irlilllll V(ttlCfJll ul 'rf' IlS,' V. D . SCI'e ra l 
()n J ).,uglas fir s las h, April 2~ - 3(); th n 
were hu sil l' rllnning a h()lIt on th l' lImier'

sick of th ~' h ra n c h (~" m ating and ol' ip()s
itin g and ()ccas iolla ll l flying. 

T his spcc ies ()rigina lh' descri h"d fro m 

speci m ells tak cn at Sid n t' \', V.I., is c lose ll 
a lli ed to th c westan fo'rm ()f C. alltl' lI 

Iwt/illi 1' ;lJ' , hn pel'lll/l. 

P hl'lif(ftOri('i riI'CIISS(!tll-' 'U. obiir/lllli Cs\,. 

Sl'I'e ral, G a rry 

J un l:' 2+. 0 h en 
d ea d oa k trees. 

oak logs a nd s lashin g, 
f ound a hundantl y abou l 

,rr/ot r f'c /ll u IIltrili/atlls Say. Thrce, run
nin g Iller D oug las fir logs and on trunk 

"f g rand fir, Junc 10 a nd A ug ust 5 . 

,rr/otru/lIt ,i (IimOillS (Sa\') . One, flyin:; 
a nd a l ighting on new ly-fe ll ed P UPil/liS 

trich o(t1rptl , April 22. Th e onl\' t wo oth e r 
knuwn reco rds for VancoulT r I sla n d an' 
Sidnn' a nd Na n a imo. Breeds in P OPII/W, 

,V {,Oc/ l't IlS CO llj/IlICtIl S ( L ee). SeI't: ra I. 
Garry nak logs a nd s lash,"vl a rch 15- 22, 
i':earl) t'lny dt'a d or deca\'ing oak tl'lT 
is rid dle d wi th th eir hor in gs, th c sm a ll e r 
hran c hes " ft c l' heing r E' du ced to powd er . 

Jll r)lt och(/lllw O!> tIlSIIS CS\'. O n e, g ra nd 

fi r I"g, JlIly 29. This is th e first reco rd 
f(]r Vanc()uver Is land of thi s spec ies . 
( H a rd), 1936). 

,II/ oltocha IIIIIS o}'('galtnl,';'" L ,'c. .-\ hundall t. 
h"quentin g I()gs o f gran d fir, ,vtl) 26-
,TlIn t' 15. Fl y in g a hout in th e \' ieinity, 
or at rest ()n th e sid,·s () r hl'll ca th th ,' logs 
w he l'l' th c \, werl' no ti ccabl\' in pairs. ' 

SrlU/p/lOcttl glll'x i ( L ee). SC I'en, on w il
low logs , J ul r I - .-\ II g ust 5. Th is S() I11 ('

wh:l t sca rCl' spec ies was foulld on th ,' 
logs at th e h () ttest tim e ()f th l' day. O n,' 

f l' 1l1:J!" res ting on the side of th e I()g . 
was joinL'd wi thin five' min utes hI' t hree 
I11 alc-~, no d()ubt arril'in g In r l'sp;,nse t(l 
:1 (( wi re lcss" call . ~ 

BUPRESTIDAE 

Chrrsoph(lItli pLacido (Ll·c). Sn'l'n spec
Iml'n s ()f thi s att ractil'" littl ,' spee i,·s WlTl' 
taken on ncwl\'-cut D o ug las fir cord
wood , Jlll ie 10 a nd J ull' I. It hreeds in 
\'a r iolls con i f ers, a n d the lan'a,' so m e
ti m es m ine th l' Ct'ntcT ()f pine con l·S. 

Chll/,- opho}'{( (II/g ll/ico //i" (L,·c . ) Sevl' ra l 

' lJL'cimL' ns of this la rge speci,'s were ta k
l· n . Th ,' hea l'\, hO()1l1ing flight a nd c lumsl' 
hit (] r m iss a li g ht1l1 cnt g in :s a lu d icro us 
n()tl' to th l' "seriollsn ess" o f co ll ec tin g. 
'\!Ja\ 13-,TlIlll' 29. 

D iarca SI'x/litiis Cr. Elt-ven sp'X lm l'n s, 
In fli g ht ' "I' a t r l'st on stUl11pS a nd jogs 
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of Ahio grflndi.'. Very unem otio na l a nd 
easi ly picked up th oug h rcach , to fei?"n 
dea th a nd drop to th e g round. J UIlC 10 
a nd Jul y 1-29. 

B llprestis rlllntlf'1tt{l L . Common, in flight 
o r a t rest o r o vipositing on logs of both 
D ouglas fir and A hin grflndi.'. rvI<11" 13-
Jul y 4. 
B lIprf'Stis rllJtieOrtll1l ( Kby.) VerI" com
m on, nn Abies grandis , Jun c I n-Jull" 29. 
Sluggish a nd e<1s ily <1ppro<1c hed. 

M f'lflno phi/{I drull/II/ondi (Kbl".) !\,1ost 
a bundan t o f a ll th l: Buprestidae, Chiefly 
on Douglas fi r and A hin glt/I/.dis. '\ h y 
26 - August, 

J,ll' /{ln ophi /{I IIUlllliwtfli ( D eg.) Sn'na l, 
on A bies grrmdis. Very act i \(' bo th in 
running ol'cr th e bark a nd In taking 
wing, May 26 a nd Jun c I S, A llorth cJ'Jl 
spec ies ex tendin g ac ross th e contl ll t'nt 
along th e conife rous he lt. 

Authflxi{l {I{'nf'ogfl5trr L <1p ,-Gorl'. OIl C, on 
Douglas fir , 1<1s h, March 22 , This spe
c ies is often found on th e da lld e lioll :lIld 
other yc ll ow fl owers , 

Ch.rpobothris pselidotSilgae Van D, Four, 
on Doug l<1s fir logs. Exceedin l!: lr ac tive 
and tak~lg to flight as readil .\' - ;5 a th , 
Jun e 3 a nd July 1. 
Chrrsobothris j ell/ olt/ttl Olil'. Two, (ln t 
on Popllllls trieh.oellrptl, th e (lthl'l' on 
Py m.'. Jun C' 10 a nd 2() , 

Summary and Conclusion. 0 f th l' Sl'V 
enty o r so spec ies of C era rnhyci dae kno w ll 
t o ucc ur on V<1n co u ve r Island , thirty
one <:r a hout 3 i per cen t, were c<1 ptured 
in this restr ic ted a rea , Two were first 
records f o r th e I sland. 

Th e most noticeahle fact hroug ht out 
in a stud y of th c list of Cnamlwcidae 
is th a t m a n y of th e spec ies a re repre
sented hy onl y on e or t wo ind il'idua ls 
durin g th e ent ir e seaSo n . This appa rent 
sca rc ity co u ld he acco unted for hI' th e 
fact th <1t so m e a re c rep usc ul a r or noc
tura l in ha hit as for exampl e PrionltS 
ettLi jorniell.< a nd C f'utrodrr{l Spllre{l, Other 
spec ies suc h as Pidoltifl script{l, an.d Grllll/ 
II/Optf'1'(( filie ornis a re gC llerally f(lund on 

flow ers. /11 onoehrlllllls oregrnu:nsls was 
nne of th e few common beetl es m et 
w ith, :~nd from its size and th e kn o wn 
powers of th e larvae to da ma ge timbe r 
hy th ei r extensive tunn elling In th e 
hea rt wood, it mi g ht be consi d ered tht 
m ost importa nt spec ies from a n l'CO
lloml C aspect, 

Of th e famil.\' Buprestida e, tell, or 
Il ea rl y 50 per cent of th e twcntv-two 
speCies known to occ ur on Van co u ve r 
[slall d, were co ll ec ted, Three of th ese 
were I'erv commOIl , ,1.1t' /rl1Zophi/fI drllm. 
I{IO/l,di was th e most ahundant, clluall ing 
in numhers th e comhined individuals of 
th e Ceramhycidae and Buprest idae. Mem
he rs of th e Buprest idae an: esse ntia ll y 
sun-I oI'crs an d per haps fur this n :ason 
th ey we rt m et in g re:lte r numhl'J's th <1 n 
Wl'J'l' th e C eramh\' c id al' , 

This preponderan ce () f Bupr<:s t ids migh t 
;d so he accc unted for hy th c fact that 
l'xcept for one species, Anth((xill flelteo 
gmtt'l', th e m emhers of this f a mil y spend 
th eir w hol e ex ist ence in th e vic inity of 
th eir host trees, whil e the Ccrambycids 
wa nd er consid erah le di stan ces in search 
o f flow ers o r are n()cturn a l in hab it. For 
th ese reasons a ce nsus ta ken under th e 
conditi ollS o utlin ed will na tura ll\' sho w 
that th e maj ority of spec ies a rc those 
which arc m ost a ttrac ted to new l\'-fe llnj 
trees. 

C () nsider in g th e two fami l ies w ith re f
erenCe to th ei r host trees, Douglas fir 
and g rand fir we re hI' far th e m ost at
trac tiv e, 20 spec ies heing observed on ()r 
aho ut th em, G a rry oak ca m e sccond wi th 
5 species, hla ck p" plar 2, asp~ n a nd wil
low with 1 l'ach, No species of e ither 
f:lln il\' was ste n to pay attentiun to th e 
stumps c:-r slas h ()f th e !:ther shruhs lll en
ti c n rd, ;rlthoug h sli gh t evide n ce of th eir 
la r va l wo rk was not iccd in crab-appl e , 
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THE APPLE SAWFLY HOPLOCAMPA TESTUDINEA KLUG. 
ON VANCOUVER ISLAND, BRITISH COLUMBIA ':' 

\V. D U WN ES IlIUI H ...... :" I)[,O N 

Dominion Entomological La boratory. Victoria . B .C. 

r n J lIn c 19 +0 SOl1l C sm a II apple-,; 
damaged hI ' a hOI-i n g ilbt'c t wc re hrou gh t 
to th e E nto l11 o logiCl I L a ho ra to l'l' a t Vic
to ri a h\' th e ow n c r of a c it\' ga rd e n . 
Eac h app le had a rOllnd 110k in th l' s ick 
n C;lrlr o ne- eighth o f a n in c h in Jial11L·tc r j 
th e inter ior wa~ l'xte nsive lr t'xc \ \'a t l'd 
and contain cd a hl ac k oozy pulp. In 
s() m l' of th c a ppl es a w hit ish sawfh la r "a 
was fOllnd . Thi , t~ ' P L' of In JII I'\ ' was 
s(;I11 l' thin g entire ly n e w to liS and th l' 
apples WC'i't' f o r ward ed to \ 1 r . \V. .-\ . 
R.()SS of th e Vin e land Statiun, Ontario, 
Iahoratory w h() tentati \'e l\, idc nti fi ed th l' 

in sec t as th e a ppl e saw fl y, H o/'lucalllpa 
trstllriinc([ Kill g. L a te r this ickntifi ca tio n 
was con firm ed hr Dr . • -\ . M. V1assC'(' of 

• Contribution No. 2169 , Division of En
tomology, Science Service, Department of 
Agriculture, Ottawa, Canada. 

th l' last Vlall ing R esea rc h Sta tion, K ent, 
E ng land, to w ho m so m e o f th l' larval' 
w e r L' SL' n t hy th e D ominion E ntomolog ist. 
This is thl' first kn own occ urrence of 
th is in sl'c t ill N() rth A m c r ica. A bri e f 
sun'c\' sh()w ed th a t th e speci es was pres
L'lI t ill parts o f thL' c it\' o f Vi ctoria a lld 
th l' adj()illill g mUlli c ipality () f Oa k Ba\ 
(j \'l' r a ll a rl'a of app roxi m a tt' h ' SIX squ a r l' 
m i les . 

Distribution and economic importance: 
Th l' a ppk sa w fl)' is d istriblltcd over th t' 
w l1<lil- ( tlnt in l' nt ()f Europe hut is m o re 
c()mm () 11 ill till' n o rth . It is th e most 

importa llt a ppl t: pes t in m a n y parts of 
G erma n y, D enm a rk, south- wes t F ra n Ct 

a lld H o ll a lld. It is foulld ill most pa rts 
()f E ng la nd hut appea rs t () he onl y loca l
h · comm () 11 a nd seasona l in a hund a ncc . 

.IV'lasSL'c ( :2) sta tC's: "This insec t is re-




