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Ralph Hopping (r868"194I) 
Ral ph Hopping di ed a t h is ho m e in Vl' rlHln on th l: m()rnin g of O ct()her 

29, 19+ 1. lh pro f ession a n cconomi c f orc,; t entomologist, his hohby was 
systcma tics, a nd he was w e ll kn ow n to stud ents o f th e Col eoptera o f No rth 
.America. H e had been a m emher ()f our Socidl" fo r th e past t we nty Y"'a rs, 
and was Prl's id ent in 1936. H e was ho rn on .\ pr il 0, 1060, in ]\e w York 
c it~l . His fa ther was G eorge \ V. H oppin g, l'X ptTt acc()untant , treas urer of 
th e firm o f Seahury a nd J ohn :ion ( now J ohn '; (lll /I,: J ohnson, ma ke rs o f first
ai d and m enica l suppli es) , an d a \'ctc ra n of th l' C i \' il \Va r. Hi s m()ther was 
L a ura D c Grasse . 

Mr. Hopping wa,; l'duca ted in Ne w Y()rk; hl' c() mpl eted his first t W() 
yea rs a t Rlitge rs C o ll ege, th en le ft heca use o f ill hea lth, a nd mO \"l·d t() 
C a li fornia . H e and his brother Bun a rr i\ClI th nl' ()n April 8, 189 1, :lnd 
jo i ) ~ e d t he K awea h C o-opera ti n' C o lol1\' in Tulare C () lInty. In April, 1892, 
he m a rried K ather ine Blanc he R edston e, a nd th l' \ mad l' th ei r hom e in K a
wl·a h. The co lony disintegrated be f ore long; R a lph H opping then rai5ed 
ca ttl e, horses and mul es , a nd in 1895 wo rkt·d in a lumher mill. III 1000 
or 1899 hl' entered into a pa rtn crship wi th J () hn Brode r, a nd th e\ prm 'id l'd 
th e first tourist accommodat io ns w ithin Se<.juo ia ]\ation a l Park . F rom ~1a \ ' 
15 to October I, 1900, th ey ran a tri- wee kl y stal[e l ine fr om V isa l~l to 
K awea h post offic e, two mil ~s hc\ond Three Ri\"Cr~ , a nd from th e re '\he\' 
lIsed pac k mul es to carry touri sts throu g h th e Pa rk. " C a mp Sierra" became 
a hase f or th e pac kin g opera ti ons in ;\1ay, 190 1, a nd from thi s ma in Clll1P 
in Gia nt Forest , ma ny g uest,; to()k acl\'a ntage o f th l' pack-ho rse trips into 
th e wi ld and beautiful countr\ o f th e Kin gs an d K e rn R iver C a nyons, a nd 
a round M t . \V hitney. In this way, R a lph H opp ing associa ted wi th man y 
nota hl e peopl e, and f orm ed a n umher 0 f I i f e-l ong fri endsh ips. 

\Vh en B roder di ed th e tourist ca mp fa iled, ()w ing to th e lega l type of 
r a rtners hip under w hich it had heen formed . :\1 r . H oppin g th en entered th e 
U nited Sta tes Forest Se n ' ice w hert:, heca ll'; t: o f his know l(:dgt: o f insec ts, he 
was soon made a Forest E xa min er. H e was placed in c ha rge o f insec t contro l 
in District 5 ( C alifo rnia) about 19 12, a nd d urin g th l' \Vorld W ar his ter
ritory incl ud ed Arizona , Ne w M exico a nd C o lorado . In 19 1 S th e D ominion 
E ntomol og ica l Bra nch and th e British Columhia Prm' incia l F orest Sen'ice 
decided to sta ti on a COll1jK t t: n t fn re,;t ent<lll1o]og ist in British C olumbia, 
largely because o f a n t"x tl"n siYe outhrea k of ha rk heet les ( D endroctonw 
hrt'.vicol7lis L ec ., a nd D . II/ (JIltic,, /al' H opk.) in th e ye ll ow pine sta nds ncar 
M erritt. Dr. J. M. Swai ne, th en Chie f o f th e Di \'isio n o f Forest Insects, 
D ominion D epa rtment of Ag ri culture, had hee n in co rrespond ence with 
R a lph H opping f()r som l' .r ear,;, a nd kn ew th a t in m at ters relatin g to th e 
control o f injurious fo res t in';l'c ts, he had more experi ence th a n anyone else 
in w estern N orth America . Acco rd in g ll in D ece mher o f th at yea r he asked 
if he would consider a position in Br iti sh Columhia, stress ing , am ongst oth er 
thin gs, th e opportunity o f publishin g ori g inal o hse l"\'a ti ons. This la tter point 
was certainl y a m aj or f ac to r in Mr. H opping':; dec isi()n to accept th e positi on . 
H e arri ved in British C olumbia on D ecember 12, 19 19, a nd bega n his dut ies 
immedi a tely as F orest E ntom olog ist , with an offi ce in th e C ourt H o use in 
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Verncn. H e rcmain ed in charge of forest entomology in British Columhia 
and western Alberta until hi s retirem ent on April 8, 1939, at which time he 
held th e rank of Senior Assistant .·\griculwral Scientist. 

From early boyhood he had th e kee nest interest in natur;ll history, and 
hegan to collect heetl es at th e age of nine. This first co llecting was don e in 
and around Bloomfi eld, N. J., especia lly along th e old 1\;lorri s and Essex 
Canal. In the co urse of hi s dutics, he tral"C ll ed over most ()f th e settl ed 
portions of British Col umhi a, and made friend s wh ere l'er he went, end ea rin g 
himself by his und erstanding kindl in ess and his unswervi ng integ rity. Ever 
a n uphold er of fair pIa\", he champioll ed th e "under dog" in an argument, 
and w ent out of his way, in official duti es as in pri,'ate life, to help others. 
;\ rare woodsman, he lo ved th c outdoors, and in earlier life few could hold 
his pace on the trail. His thor()ug h knuwl edge of dendrology, combined with 
his llllusual powers of ()hsc nati()n, resulted in man y va luable additions to 
taxonomic hotany hy ()ther wo rkers. Always on th e watch for beetles, he 
was continually adding to th e large co ll ection ;lnd librar\' he brought from 
California. A great deal ()f his tim e was spent in identifying species for 
ot her students and he kept up an l"xtensi I' e corr espondence. The cerambycid 
c:r "longhorn" heetl es of th e tribe L l'pturilli we re his favourites, th ough he 
publish ed on severa l ()th er families; Il ea r] y a ll of his thirty-six articl es ap
peared after 192 0. A number ()f species and at least ()n e ge nus ()f beetl es, 
han' been nam ed in his hon our. 

In 1929 he suffered th e loss of his w ife, and th e re IS no doubt that 
working over his coll ec ti()n of heetl cs was a great h()on to him in th e years 
that followed. On May 12, 193 9 , he married Mrs. Eltha Edwards, who 
SUrl'ives him and liv t's in Vern()n. H e is also su rviv ed hy a SOli, Gcorge R. 
of Vern on, t wo dau g hters, ,\;lrs. Parker Talhot of San Luis Ohispo, Calif., 
and Mrs. H. C . Hughes of Nelson, B. C., two brothers, Ro\' and Gu\' in 
California, and a sister, 1\1rs. J ess ie SC()tt of Pasa d t' n<l, Calif.' , 

Hugh B. Leech. 

J. K. Jacob (Died November 28, 1941.) 

John K enn eth Jacoh is de;ll l, this Pr()I 'iIlC e is th e poorer f()r his go ing 
a nd th e University has lost I:llt' of its most promising g raduates . From 
Prince of Wal es sc hoo l hl' elltered th e Faculty of Applied Science at th e 
University of British C()lumhi;l, grad uatin g in for est engin ee rin g ill 193 3, 
th en switching to Arts he took hi s B.A .. in 1935 and th en M.A. with first 
c lass honours in Zoology and Botan)' in 1938-all hy th e time he was 27 
years old. 

Under a Carnegie Graduate Srh,:Iarship for research, he made a 
painstaking and tllPrnug h stud\' ()f th e insec ts affec tin g a ll stored food 
products in th e port of Vancouvcr, ran ging from corne r g rocer)' stores to 
flour mills and el evators. H e was th e best-informed man in C a nada on 
th e dreaded wood-destro),ers, th e termites or whi te an ts, having wo rked out 



j)roceeciings f or 1 iJ-I-1 

th L compl icated Ii f e h istor)· 0 f loca I spec ies . His puhl ica ti ons ran ge from 

systematic and distri butional , to faunal studi es in entom ology; Dr. R. E. 
Hardy of Utah State Agricultural Coll ege named a new insec t species in his 
hon our . R ecogniz ing his wide expe rI ence and ext re me precIsion , (h <.: 
Dominion Government empl oyed him for two seaSons espec ia ll y to co ll ec t 
ce rta in most- wanted and rare spec imens for th e Nationa l Museum at Ottawa. 
Leland Stanford Uni,·c rsity of Californ ia awa rd ed him a fe ll owship to wo rk 
under Dr. Gordon F erris, th e wor ld's recog n ized authority In mic ro
t.: ntom ology, and he was proceed ing to Califtlrnia In 1939 when he hecame 
ill and had to enter hospi ta l. 

Kllldlr, unobtrusi l e, modest, K enneth 's hobby was playing classica l music 
on th e piano. H e was better kn own in th e sc ienti fic world th an social I rand 
he le:J l'es his parents, Mr. and Mrs. R. S. J acoh o f Vancoul·e r, n. C ., and 
a wide range o f friends. 

GEO. J. SPEN CER. 

HOST POISONING BY IXODES CALIFORNICUS BANKS. 
(Acarina, Ixodidae ) 

J. D. GREG'O ~ 

Livestock Insect Laboratory. Kamloops . B. C. 

Ixodes ca/ijornicils Banks, sometimes referr t d to as th e C oast Tick, is 
one of th e three most important of British Columbia's ticks. It differs from 
th e oth er two species in th a t th e bite itse l f is o ften poison ous, quite apa rt 
fro m its disease transmitting potenti a liti es. L atc h ·, with the influx o f new 
residents and th eir pets in to fast-growin g residenti a l a reas wh ich a re th e 
habita t of I . crrlijorniclI s, records of poisonin g from its bite hare come 
reg ll iarly t() Kaml()"ps. H ere at th e L ah()ratory, studi es o f th e life-history 
of this tick hal"(' sho w n th at a ll stages may produce se\'ere toxemia in 
host animals. 

P ersons w ho ha ve hee n bi tten by this tick \'t ry frequ ently experience a 
marked swelling of th e area su r rou nding th e hite . This inflammation may 
last for se l·era l days, and often causes considerab le pai n and discomfort . Of 
Il inen · repl ies to a tick-questiollnaire sent from this laboratory to residents of 
West Vanco uve r, B. C ., thirtl' m ack mention of such a reactioll . T he 
writer , whil e on a co ll ectin g trip, a lso exper in ced th e marked e ffects of this 
poison; a tick attached itse lf to his ;l rm and was th ere less than an hour 
hefor e bei ng discove red and removed . There was an a lmost immediate 
reacti on, th e arm- swelling from th e wrist to th e shoulder, th e discomfort 
becoming progressil'C'ly more intensl' until it reac hed a pea k forty-eig ht hours 
a fter th e tick had been remol'ed . Associa ted with the arm condition was a 
dull ac he over th e affec ted side of th e bod\, acco mpanied by a ge neral fee lin g 
o f mala ise . 
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