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SYSTEM IN COLLECTING. 

When th e budding entomolog ist first makes up hi s mind to sall y forth in quest of 
insects, his fi r st thought is to equip himself with a net anll a cyanide-bottl e ; th en he 
procures pins, setting-boards a nd boxes , anll before long he has a "co ll ec tion. " 

Now if his sale object is innocent and healthful r ec rea tion , no doubt this object 
is th us to be attain ed. But it hi s aim s are high e r , if h e wish es to benefit th e scie n ce of' 
which he is a votary, and it he desires hi s work to be he lpful to his f' e llow-worker s, 
h e must do more t ha n this. 

He may have a we ll-arranged ami exte ns i ve collection- he may possess man y r ar e 
or even und escribed species, but his energy will be wasted if he does not stud y the m, 
and above a ll keep record s of hi s work upon a de finite system. 

In advocating this I would lil{e s trongly to ins ist upon two points-fir st, the use 
of labels, and seco nd that of note-books . 

To a man study ing insects a specimen without a lab el is of litt le or no use. For 
example: A specimen of the eastern butterfly, Vanessa hunte ra, is in itself of' no great 
interest, wh il e th e sa me insect with a B. C. labe l wo uld be of t enfold va lu e in indicating 
th e di stribution of that species. Again, in s tud ying the ha bits of a n injurious insect, 
tb e date of capture is most importa nt , as evidence on th e qu es t ion whether it is double
brooded , and wheth er it hib ernates in the imago form or otherwise . 

Le t m e th en urge all co ll ectors never to place a specime n in the ir co llections 
without a clearly-written or prin ted lab e l indicating th e lo ca li ty and date of capture; 
th e collector's nam e ma y be add ed if des ired. 

The use of a note-book is of even greater importa nce tha n the use of labels. H e r ein 
we can perm a nentl y r ecord not on ly the capture of those in sect s which a r e in our 
collec tions- and wh ich may sorn e rl ay be use less from grease or attacks of vermin , or 
exc hanged with other co ll ector s- but a lso th e occurence of in sects seen by u s but not 
actuall y taken- or at least not ke pt- and of in sec ts take n by other collector s wh il e 
in our company. 

Mor eove r we must n eeds capture a numb er of insects to wh ich we cannot at once 
ass ign nam es . These be ing sent a way for dete rmination may pass out of our posses
s ion; but if our note-book r ecords the capture , w ith a bri ef description of th e unknown 
insect, we may expect more eas ily to take other s pecimens, and more readil y to identi
fy th em when take n. 

No doubt each collector will evolve for himself a syste m of note-taking; my own 
is as fo llows : 

Each order, or fam ily in some cases, has a ce r tain number of pages a llotted to it. 
Each s pecies is put down as it turns up, the nam e, when known, being follow ed by th e 
date a nd locali ty in an abbre viate l! form. Eve ry s ubsequ en t r ecord of that s pecies is 
noted on the sam e page, th e name of the s pecies thu s ne eding only to be written once . 

Wh ere the species is unknown , a number occupi es th e place of the name, and in 
a differe n t part of the book the numb er is again inse rted, follow ed by a brief description 
of the in sect , and giving its famil y, and gen us, so far as our knowledge can ascertai"n 
th em. 

The n, when the nam e is ultim a te ly obtained, it is wri tten in over or after the 
number , and the r eco rd is as comple te as if we had known th e nam e from the fir s t. 

Now a ll this imp li es work no doub t, but I have mad e it clear , I hope, that it is 
work we ll worth doing, and that it wi ll amply r e pay th e worker for hi s pains . If all 
our coll ectors k ept faithful r ecords [or a year or two, we shou ld have a B. C. li st of' 
in sects that any Prov ince or S ta te wou ld find it hard to equal. 

NEW BOOK. 

" Butte rflies of the West Coast," by W. G. W r ight. Publi shed by the "\Vhitake r 
Ray Co. , San Francisco. Price $4.00. 

This fine book w ill be indi spensable to a ll s tud ents of "\Vestern Lepilloptera, in
clu ding, as it do es, a large numb er of s pecies omitted in Dr. Ho lland's work. In gen
eral execution of t he co loured pl ates, it is quite equal to e ither the Butterfly Book or 
th e Moth Book. Th e figures a r e arranged more sys temati ca ll y all the plates, and th e 



2 B . C. EN TOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

numbe rs 01' t il e ligures a r e plainly g iv en be fore each name in the text. As the number 
o f species figur ed is co mparativ e ly s mall . the plates give nearly always the male. female 
<J n<i und e r-s id e. besid es many vari e ties and aberrations. 

Mo~t oC o ur B. C. butterfli es a r e h e re . but about a dozen are missing. "including 
SII( 'h we ll ·known in sec ts a s Vanessa j-album. Erebia vidleri . Pamphila mandan. Than
:lOS icc> lu s. a nll ot he r s . 

In th e tex t of th e work we find. as th e natural r esult of twen ty-five years' work. 
rl mass ol inte res ting information fr om the author's pe rsonal observations of the Ii fe
hi s tor .". habits a nd distribution of t he s pecies he me ntions. 

Ma li I' of hi s conclusions wi ll be strong ly di spute d. and we v enture to doubt the 
:l <:c llra cy' of so me of hi s de terminations. 

For examp le. fig . 112 is our Argynn is bremn erii without a doubt ; fig. 119 is a 
Sppcilil e n o[ A. rhodope . F ig. 199 is s ure ly not Phyciodes tharos? It seems to be the 
sa nl t' as fi g. 206 on th e same page. w hi ch is called P. picta. Fig. 198 is w hat w e have 
Il pe n l.:a llin g P. tharos. following Dr. Ho ll and's illu strations. but Mr . Wright describes 
it :I S a IlE'W s pecies. P . pascoens is . Figs. 358. 359 a r e probably both in correctl y named. 
l~ig . 140 is v e r y unlik e ou r specim e ns. nor does it r esemble Dr. Holland's figure or 
A. " lIr,l"n on)('. P oss ibl y it is val'. c li o. Among the Hesperiidae. several of his species 
a rt ' I'P IJI" t'sl' nt p<i ill th e plates by two ma les. not male a nd fe male. as th e text indicates. 

'1'1,, ' plntl's of Me litaea anrl Phyciod es a re particu lar ly c lear a nd good. 

INTERESTING CAPTURES. 

2:10 Basilarchia arch ippus Cram. Sev eral at St. L eon Hot Springs. Arrow Lake. 
A ll g us t . 1905. Determ in e d by Dr. F le tch er for Mr. Dashwood-Jones. 

42 11 Nomiades Iygdamus Dbloy . Kootenay La ke. Aug .• 1905; determined by Dr . 
Fl e tl.:her [or Mr. Dashwood-Jo nes. 

!)(Hi Ammalo tenera Hbn . Vern on; dete rmin ed by Dr. Fletcher for Mr. E. P. Venab les. 
J :~~' r, Rhynchagrotis placida Grt. Vancouve r . Se pt.. 1903; determined by Dr. Smith 

for Mr. A. H . Bush. 
]~77 Noctua esurialis Grote. Vancouve r. July. 1905 ; determin ed as typical by Dr. 

8 nlith [or Mr. A. H. Bush. 
J ,,7 !) Paragrotis plagigera Morr. Spatsulll; .Jul y. 1903; de termin ed by Dr. Smith for 

IVIr. A. H .. Bus h. 
J 70 0 Paragrotis reuda Streck. Vancouve r . July. 1905; determined by Dr. Fletche r for 

Mr. A. H. Bush. 
2 1-17 Bellura gortynides W a lk. Only one prev ious r eco rd. Van couver . July 9th . 1905; 

de te r m in ed by R. V. Harvey fo r Mr. A. H. Bush. 
2·1!)2a. Autograp ha pseudogamma Gr it. A very fine specimen from Stikine River. August, 

1904. De te l'lllin ed by Dr. Fl e tche l' for MI'. '1' . Wilson. 
2:-1:.'1 Catocala briseis Edw. Arrow Lake. Aug .• 1905. Determined by Dr. F letcher for 

Mr. Das h wooll -Jon es. 
~O IlG Erebus odo ra Linn. On e ve ry dark specimen from St. Leon Hot Springs. Arrow 

Lal, e. Aug .• 1905. De te rm ined by Dr. Fl e tcher for Mr . Dashwood-Jones . 
:1 (j :1:': Deilin ia behrensaria Hist. Van couve r. Jul y 24th. 1905. (New locality); dete r

m in ed by Re v. G. \Y. Taylor fo r MI'. A. H. Bush . A lso a specimen from 
Nt' wWes tl11inste r (Das hwood-Jon es) . 

Parnassius clodius Men . R ecord e d fr om Greenwood by Mrs. Nicoll. Th e only 
!'I 'cord ea st. of Mt. Cheam. 

THE SPRING MEETING. 

Tili s l11 00 tin g was h e ld at Dunca ns. on Thursday. April 19th. The chai r was taken 
h y III !! Pres id e llt . R e v. C. W. T ay lor. F.R.S.C .• and six other member s wer e present. 
Till' Pres ill e nt ca ll e d atte ntion to the fact that this was th e first meeting to be h eld 
:1 t DUll ca 11 8. and expressed hi s con viction that some good work would be done at that 
plal:e. now that five of our me mbe rs r es id e in th e d istri ct. 

MI'. R. V. H a rvey th en read a paper on " The distribution of Insects in Western 
N. A ... • in which he e nd eavo ure d to aCCOlll1 t fo r th e similarity between our faun a and 
t llat ot'Europe. with notes on some s pecies. chiefly Syrph idae. described from t h e 
\-\llIite Mounta ins of Ne w H a mpshire. and r ece ntl y r ecord ed from B. C. A vote of 
t Il all l,s was passed to MI'. Ha r ve y for hi s paper. 

Mess rs . Woll ey-Dod . of Calgary. G. O. Day. of Duncans, a nd T . M. English of 
('owic ll a n, we re e lected m e mbe r s. 

MI'. E. M. S ldnn er s how ed som e inte res ting insects from the Skeen a River. in
d ullin g a fin e He pi a li d. Sthenopis (quadrimaculatus). Mr. Livingstone s howed some 
UII(;0 11l111 0 11 Geometer s an d other Le pidopte ra. The r est of th e e vening was spent in 
l'xalllin ing L1lP fin e coll ection s ot' MI'. A. W. Hanham. to w hose hospitality we were 
illll e i.Jl e ll . 
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OCCA S IONAL NOTES, 
Our Presid ent trave lle d to Otta IVa on t h e 17th of May, whe r e he r ead a paper 

he lo r t thc Royal Society or Ca na da on th e Geome trid Moth s of Britis ll Colu mbia , 
w ith descr iption s o[ a numb e r of n ew s pecies. Thi s pap er will be printed in t h e Tran s· 
action s of the above Society, with a co loured plate of th e s pecies describ ed . 

Co ng ratula ti on s have bee n r ece ive d fr o m ma ny qu a r te r s on th e appea ra nce o f 
our fir :;t numbe r , a nd w e h o pe that t h e hea rty co·operatio n of a ll the m e mbe rs wil l 
e n a bl e u s to main tain a hi g h s tandard in s ubseque nt iss ues. 

Our " Notes on the S ea son of 1906" a r e n ot so fu ll as we s ho uld like to see th e m . 
A s OUl' n ext numb e r a ppea r s in S e pte mb e r , afte r th e best of th e co ll ectin g is over , Wl' 

h ope the m emb e r s w ill k ee p notes of th e good th ings th ey get as th ey go a lo ng, so 
t h at we can h ave a co mpl ete li st, so fa r as t h e m ate ria l is ide ntifi ed at t h e t im e. 

Mess r s. S he rm a n a nd Harvey have pla nne d a n expedition for th e early part or 
.Ju ly ov e r th e Hope Tra il in to t h e S im ilka m ee n conntn', wh e r e they expect to do SO lll ,' 

inte r estin g collecting in various o rd e r s . 

NOTES ON THE SEASON OF 1906. 
VANCOUVER.- The s prin g w as unus ua ll y dry, t h e Mar ch rainfa ll be in g on ly 

2 1-4 inch es, bu t a late fros t in th e middl e or th e month se t things back cO ll s ide rab ly. 
:Sa llow s wer e in bloom by th e cnd of F e bruar y , a nd prod uced no ctuid s up to mon' 
than s ix week s late r. N ine s pecies of Noctui da e we r e thu s tak e n in Mar c h , amo ng 
th e le:;s co mlll o n be in g Xy lin a inn omi nata a nd Ca locampa nup era (Sh e rm a n & Harvey ), 
In Ap ri l Hypen a decorata was taken o n th e 5th, (Harvey), while Xylom iges perlubens 
was beate n in som e num be r s [rom c herry by Drape r. Abo u t Easter Th ec la nelsonii 
(if the nam e is con ect) was fa irl y co mmon. Lepisesia ulalume a ppea r ed at t il e che rry
trees on April 13th , a nd seve ra l have been take n s in ce; (Bus h & Drape r ). Th e two 
Deilephilas, lineata a nd ga lli , w er e seen in Ma y at flo wer s Hyp ha ntra t extor, the Fa ll 
vVe b-worm , which h as been r a r e of late yea r s, was capture d May 11th (Harvey). O[ 
Geometer s Brephos infans was seen o n Mar c h 7th by Mr . Bus h, and late r a s p ecim e ll 
was take n by Mr. S herma n. 

In Co leopte r a Mr. Sherm a n took Dendro ides canadensis on April 7th , and M r. 
Har vey's captures at Va n co u ver in c lude the follow ing; - Staphyli nu s badipes, two 
s pecim e n s, April 8th a nd 14th ; S , rutilicauda, on e May 19th , fr o m a r otte n log; Coc
cinella sanguinea, seve ra l in April and Ma y; Adalia bipunctata, a pail' in cop; o n a 
)J lum -tr ee May 19th; Areopus mon ac hu s, sev e r a l 011 Apr il 28th ; Limonius subauratu s , 
two , May 4th a nd 13th; Cory mbit es s uckleyi , Apr il 19th ; C. cruci a tu s, May 13th; Ha l
tica bimarginata, April 14th . 

In D ipter a 42 s pecies wer e take n in Apr il , of whi ch 26 were Syrphitl ae, inc ludi ng 
s ever a l s pecies n e w to our li st but not yet d etermin ed . M r. S h erman took Crioprora 
a lopex on March 24th, Sphecomyl a pa ttoni on Apr il 28th , Myo pa plebeia o n April 7th , 
and an un co mmon Stratiomyiid, S arg us viri d iS , o n Apr il 28th . 

VI CTORIA .- Mr . E. M. A nde r son s pe n t pa r t o f May in t h e Clayoquot distr ict, bu t 
r e ports L e pidoptera scar ce; Incisa li a iroides wa s noted , a nti Alc is imi tata a ver y COIll
mon Geomete r . At Victor ia Lemonia s tay lori was abu nd a n t from March 6th to 12th 
a bou t B eacon H ill Park, a nd t he lar vae we re tak e n in som e numb e rs f rom wi ld hyacinth, 
as ea rl y as March 7th . 

KASLO .- M r . Cockle r e po rts Le pisesia ulalume ear ly t hi s year a n d abundant at
c herry blossom. Amo ng Noctu id s he notes ;- Pleroma obliquata, two at light, Ap r il 
16th; Xylina fagina , o n e at li g ht, Apr il 11th ; Me liopotis versabilis , two at lig h t, May 
1st and 29th . Geom e te rs; Philobia e nota ta , May 3rd ; Coryp h is ta meadii, May 11t h . 

VER NON.- Mr . Ve na b les wri tes t hat h e h as tak en a numb er of s peci men s of thc 
r a r e Sph ing id , Lep ises ia clarkiae , a bo u t th e e nd of April. 

(1 n ote that the insect goin g b y t hi s nam e in our co ll ection s resembles the figurc 
of L . jua nita in Holla nd 's Moth Book mu c h more t h a n t h at of L. clarkiae,) 

vVELLTNGTON.- Mr . T ay lor ha s ta k e n fi ve s pec ies of Sph in g id s in hi s gan)l' n 
on on e day, in c lu d ing t he two Deil ephilas, L. ulamune, Sphinx va ncou verensis ancl 
Hema r is rubens (thetis ), Che rry and will ow produced , a m o ng othe r Noct uid s, Xylin a 
amanda, A pril 17th; Xylomiges per iubens, April 16 th. 

or Geometer s t he fo ll ow in g are worth r eco rd in g; Nyctobi a nig roa ngul ata, Apri l 
17th; Hydriomena menzanita, Apr il 1Gth; Jubarella danbyi , two a t wi ll ow blossom , 
April 20th. 

DUNCA NS.-No r eco r ds ha v e be e n r ecei ved as ye t, but Messr s. T aylor a nd Harvey 
collected, on Ap ril 19th , some Col eo pte r a, in c luding Cychrus angulatus, 

THE BRITISH COLUMBIA LIST , 
Coleo ptera , .. Fam ily Bup re stidae. 

Th e Bu pres ti<i s a r e rath e r long a nd na rrow beetl es, often m eta lli c in colou r , nnc) 
a r e fo und u pon fl owe rs 0 1' ba s king in th e s un . Th e la r vae are kn ow n as " f1 ath ead c~ d 
bore r s," a nd attacl( or ch a rd a nd oth e r t r ees b y borin g in th e wood. So m e o[ th e 
eas te rn s pecies 01' Agrilu s cause ga ll s o n rasp be rry a nel b la c kb err y ca nes. O llr species 
of B upres ti s a r e ve r y ha nd so me in see;ts, be ing ado rn e cl with hrig h t m e l.a lli c g rpell 
unc) co ppe r . 
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Chaleophora, Sol. 
4568 angulieollis Lee. V ictoria, Wellin gton , New ·Westminster . 

Dieer'ea, Eseh. 
4576 prolongata Lee . Victoria. 
4583 tenebrosa Kby. 'W e llin gton , Vern on. 
4587 sexualis Cr. Vancouve r. 

Bupresti s, Linn . 
4606 maeuliventris Say. Co mmon ever y wh e r e. 

b. var. rustieorum Kby. Vern on. 
4607a langii Mann. Gen er a ll y distributed. 
4610 lauta Lee. V icto ria, We llin gton , Vancouv er , Ve rno n. 
4611 adjeeta Lee. S haw nigan , W e llin gton. 

Melanophila, Eseh. 
4619 longipes Say. W e llingto n , Vanco u ver. 
4621 drummondi Kby. Vancouver Is la nd a nd Mainla nd. 
4623 gentilis Lee. W e llin gton. 

Anthaxia , Eseh. 
4628 aeneogaster Lap. W ellington, Vancouv e r . 

Chrysobothris, Eseh. 
10076 eaurina Horn. W e llin gton. 
4650 trinervia Kby. 
4646 earinipennis Lee. " B. C." (Eva ns). 

Aemaeodera, Eseh. 
4697 variegata Lee. V ernon . 

Chrysophana, Lee. 
4716 placida Lee. W ellington, Vernon . 

Agrilus, Steph. 
4742 pol itus Say. Wellington. 

DIPTERA. FAMILY BOMBYLIIDAE. 
These a r e t h e bee-fli es, so call e d from be ing mor e o r less c loth ed with long whitish 

hairs, givin g the m a close rese mhla nce to bees. They h ov er over fl ower s, and a r e 
fond of a ligh t ing on ba r e s pots in th e s un s hin e . Most of t he la r vae are paras itic, 
som e on le pidopterou s larvae, oth er s on g rasshoppers or bees. On th e whole they 
may be r egar ded as ben e fi ic ia l. 
Spogostylum, Maeq. 

analis Say. Mission Junction. 
melanopogon Bigot. Vancou ve r. 
oedipus Fabr. Genera lly di st ribu t. e (l. 
pauper Loew. Vancouve r Is la nd. 

Exoprosopa, Ma eq. 
doreadion O. S. (eapueina Fab .) Vancouv e r Is land. 

Dipalta, O. S. 
serpentina O. S . Well ington . 

Anthrax, Seopoli. 
agrippina O. S. Gene ra ll y di s tributed. 
alternata Say. Victoria. 
fulviana Say. V'ic toria, Vancouver. 
eumenes O. S . . Victo ri a . 
harveyi Hine. Mt. Ch eam. 
lateralis Say. Generall y d istribute (l. 
lucifer Fabr. V e rn on . 
seminigra Loew (morio L. ) Gen er a ll y di stribu ted. 
sinuosa Wied. Vancouver I s la nd . 

Bombylius, Linn. 
laneifer O. S. Okan agan L a k e . 
major Linn. Abundant ever ywh er e. 

Systoeeh us, Loew. 
eandidulus Loew. Victoria , Ve rn on, Mt. Chea m . 
oreas O. S. V ic toria. 

Eelimus, Loew. 
auratus Will. Victoria. 
lucifer O. S. "Vallcou ver Is la nd " . (A ldrich; Catalogue) 
magnus O. S. "Van couver I s la n d " - (A ldri ch ; Cata logue) 

Aphoebantus, Loew. 
hirtus Coq . Goldstream . 

FAMILY THEREVIDAE. 
Th e "stiletto fli es," h aving a s lend er poin ted a bdom en . They are like r obberflies, 

but have quite s lend er legs. W e h a ve bu t one species. 
Thereva, Latr. 

front a lis Say. Vancouve r. 

NOTE. R ecord s a r e r equ es ted for s ubsequ ent issues in th e fam ili es: Asilidae, 
Taba nidae a nd Strat iomyi id ae. 




