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THE LIFE HISTORY AND HABITS OF THE RED-LEGGED 

HAM BEETLE "NECROBIA RUFIPES" (De GEER) 

By, II. F, Oleb 
Plan t TnsrE' ctio n Offi ce , EntOlllologica l BT:ll1c il. Canarl a n ep:.ll'tlll t'nt of 

Agri cu ltu r e . Yancou\' e r , B .C. 

T he life-hi story of Necrobia rufipes (IJe Geer ) \ane" con siderabh' 
accord in g to clim atic conditi o ns. but in it;; 111 0re fal 'o ured habitats. 
De Geer (1) record s its descripti o n a s foll ows :- "The ad ult beetle i" 
4,5 111111 , lo ng. irid escent peacock green o r s tee l blue. \\' ith th e bases of 
th e antenn ae and th e legs reel. The head and protho rax are cO I'e r ed \I' ith 
fin e ha irs w ith the ely tra fin ely s triate, T he eggs a re a dirty Il'hite, (I 
\\'a " not ab le to ge t any at thi s seaso n to in clud e in the m ount shO\I' n ,) 
T he I ~l.rl ' ae are a pale brow ni sh ye l1 o\l'. \\' ith t he head a nd th orax da rker . 
"om ell'hat ha iry and approx imate ly 10111111, long, " 

L. 0, ] I()ward (2) says th e ale rage li fe cyc le lasts frol11 30 to 45 days, 
Temperatures would be respo ns ibl e for the \ariati ons in t im e. He al so 
"ta te,.; that th e ad ul ts Ill ay la,.;t a,; long as 14 l11 0nth s and la." a::; man )' as 
2100 eggs, 

D urin g th e course o f o ur in spect ion duti es cove rin g imported p lant 
prud ucb. probably no in sec t m a kes its a ppearance m ore often tha n th e 
red- legged ham bee tl e, As a CO:i 111 opoli tan feeder it has fell' equals, 
Thi" I\' ill acco unt for ib \\' ide di s t ributi o n. Fro111 J'epor ts in " Th e 
Reliell ' of A ppli ed E nto111010g.\' ." fr O I11 Germany Il' e h al 'e r ecord s of thi s 
in sec t in fe ::; tin g egg-yo lk . tap ioca. and the rail' cassal'a root \\'hich is 
u"ed in t he manufact ure of tapi oca ; in Cey lon a nd Sam oa. infes ting 
copra. cocoa beans. coffee. nut mea t s. hid es. etc,; in Jal'a. dried bana nas . 
and in the South ern Sta tes \\'e ha\'e reco rds \\'here co ns id erabl e damage 
ha,.; hee n cl o ne to cured ham s and baco n, De Gee r r ecords the fact that 
th e lan'ae di ed w hen feel on Chin e,.;e egg yo lk , ( I am not a t a ll sur­
pr i,.;ed at that). But ,.; tran ge to say t he adults thril'e on it . a lthough no 
pa ir ing occ urred and no eggs Il'e re laid I\' hil e feed in g on thi ,; product, 

In the warme r c li mat e::; thi s in sec t co ul d becom e one o f economi c 
im portan ce. but pro habl y \\' ill ne\'e r be co nsi dered any m ore t han a 
,.;tnrage pe"t in Canada . a nd . prOl'ided I\'e see t ha t imported prod ucts so 
inie,.;te d arc fumigated before bein g p laced in s torage. that phase may 
abo be obv ia t ed, 

I t i,.; interes tin g to note that both th e adult a nd t he lan'ae are co n­
" id ere cl ,.;omewhat predaceous, De Gee r (Re\' , Appli ed E nt, ) report s the 
adult:; a" attackin g th e Ch eese S kipper, Prophila casei (L inn, ) HO\\'enr. 
I heli c l'c T ,.; hould just as soon hal'e th e cheese skipper s 0 11 111." cheese as 

Necrobia rufipes. 
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I n Sa lll oa th i,; h ee tl e i,; kn ow il a s th e copra heetle. p rohahly due to 
th e fa c t t hat \I'herel'er copra is stored. and part icul ar ly w h ere it h as 
heco l11 e s li g htly ra n cid . t he se heet le,.; may he fou nd feedi ng , 

J u s t recentl y . Il'e exam in ed t hree ca rgoes o f copra w h ich Il'e re cl oc ked 
he re fo r traJb- ~ h ipp i llg , and a ll t h ese II'Cre hadly infes ted \I' ith th e 
N ecrobia beetle, I t ll1 ig h t interest t h e ll1 eet ing to kn ow how Il'e handle 
s ituatio n s o f t h is natu re , 

In Il'arm Il.'eather thi s h ee tl e i" quite act i \'e a nd w ill crall' l f() r con­
,;i de rab le di s tanc es. Howel'er. w eath e r co ndi t ion s were q ui te co ld Il'h e n 
t hese con,;i g nlllents ar ri \ecl . and th is c1rol'e m o,; t o f th e hee t le,; in t o the 
::; a ck s of Cllpra, By ha " in g a ll ot h er prod ucts re lll o\'e cl to a ,;afe di s tan ce. 
and after the copra had been re-shi pped . by swee p ing a n d s prayi ng th e 
s pace careful ly. pract ica ll y a ll danger of spread ing t h is pes t t() ot h e r 
prod ucts II'a ,; ohl'ia ted. In rega rd to t hese clea n-u p m ea s u r e,;. Il'e ge ne r­
a ll y rece il'e I' ery good co-operat ion from t h e t ransp() r tati() 1l cOll1pan ies. 
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