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SOME RECORDS OF MALLOPHAGA FROM BRITISH COLUMBIA BIRDS 

G. J. SPENCER 

Department of Zoology. University of British Columbia. 

The collections 0 f Mallophaga of Brit
ish Columbia birds, belonging to the Mu
seum of 'Zoology at the University, con
sist of two series of alcoholic material, 
one of over 300 collections made from 
1924 to 192~ and the other of some 200 
collections made from 1928 to 1947. The 
first series is in the hands of Professor A. 
W. Baker of the Ontario Agricultural 
College at Guelph, pending completion of 
identification, whilc the second is at the 
University in Vancouver. I find that there 
is considcrable difficulty in getting ma
terial in this Order identified since but 
few mcn arc working on it in North 
America and of these none has time to 
make any identifications. lVIoreovcr, cssen
tial re ferences are scattered back over one 
hundred ycars and arc \cry expensivc so 
that a considerablc library is necessary to 
identi h even the most common forms. 
Thus !)rofessor Bakcr, to whom I sent the 
first series in 1927-2~, was able to send 
me only OP" sct of identifications by 1933 
and n()~le since then. In the meantime the 
collections are still in his possession. 

The second series is being sent in small 
shipmtllts, to Mr. Gordon B. Thompson, 
formtrly of the British J\;luseum, but now 
at the Science M llsellm of the Institute. of 
Jamaica. "Vhen identifications come to 
hand from these men, the lists will be pub
lished from time to time and eventually 
all the material on which the lists arc 
based, will be deposited in thc museum of 
Zoology at the Uni\'crsity of British Co
lumhia. 

It is 23 years since I started this col
lection, which is representative of the :vIal
lophaga of a large number of common 
British Columbia birds with man\, records 
from scarce or rare species, so I 'feel that 
the publication of at least a partial list 
should no longer be delayed. The I ist that 
follows is the one sent to me by Profcssor 
Baker in 1933 and has been held up all 
this time pending the publication of his 

monograph of the Mallophaga from Can
adian birds which he has had in mind since 
1911 but which his teaching duties and his 
services in the recent war, have prevented 
him from completing. 

For convenience, the ~allophaga are 
arranged alphabetically, followed in each 
instance by the scicnti fic and common 
names of the host, the locality, date and 
name of the collector. The names of the 
bird collectors arc of importance because 
these men arc (or were, in the case of the 
late :vir. R. ;\ . Cummings) well known 
and reliable ornithologists of the PrOl'incc 
and their identificati()ns may be relied 
upon. In the few instances that I collected 
the birds mysel f, they were shown to an 
authority if there was any doubt about 
their identity. In some cases the lice were 
picked ofF b) the men who shot the hosts 
and Wl'!'e triven to me either in vials of 
alcohol or wrapped ill cotton wool in 
papers inscribed with full details; in 
others, ~speciallr from 1940 onwards, the 
birds were handed to me for picking over 
be fore being madc into skins. In all cases, 
the lice passed through my hands for 
washing, relaxing and final labelling. 

The nomenclature (If the Mallophaga is 
that of Harrison1 . 

MALLOPHAGA AND HOSTS 

De/:'eeriella biocellata Piaget 1880 
Pi,'([ fJ;('(T Ilurls!Jllia (Sabine), M'l!.\pi". 
Take Ellswater. Alta .. 25 June, 1926. M. 
Y. W. Kamloolls, 19:14-'35. G. J . S. 

Degeeriella deficiens Piaget 1885 
C.1l1l1lociita stellcri ,,/e/leri (Gmelinl. Stel
ler's Jay. Totino. V.T.. 4 July, 1926. G . .T. S. 

Deg-eeriella fusca Nitzsch 1842 
Buteo SLcaillsoni Bonaparte. Swainson's 
Hawk. Okanagall Landing. 25 May, 1925. 
K.H. 

De~eeriella marginulata Harrison 1916 
Ceoplllo('us lJileatu8 pit-iI/US (Bangs), \Vest
ern Pileated Woodpecker, Port Moody. 23 
.J an., 1930. K. H. 

(1) Harrison, Launcelot. 191G. The .~enera and 
species of Mallophaga. Parasitology, Vol. IX, No. 1. 
ra!libridge. 
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DegeerielJa straminea Denny 1842 
UO/(lp tes (lll1'(ltlls Linn. Fli cke r. No data. 
o4S.IIl1(/ (, 81111lS 1(,1I' ;s i (Gray ) , L e wi s ' Wood· 
peck e l'. Vancouver, 2 May, 1931. H. A. C. 

Dennyus truncatus Olfers 1816 
Ycpho(;cei('s 1/ iuer lJOrealis (Kennerly), 
Northern Blaek Swift. Va ncouve r , 6 Sept., 
In1. R. A. C. 

Esthiopterum ardeae Linn. 1758 
.11'1/(' (1 I1pro rlhs f annini Ch a pma n . North· 
we::;tern Coast Heron. T ofin o, V.I. , 3 Aug. , 
19~6. G . .I. S. 

Esthiopterum columbae Linn. 1758, the 
pigeon louse. 

('o lu /)/,'J(I fasciata jI.I w· iat({ (Say ) , Band· 
t a il ed Pigeon. Totino, V.I. , 26 Aug. , 1926. 
G . .T. S.; Lulu Is. , 1 J a n ., 192 6; 28 Aug., 
1 92!J; 12 Aug., 1931. R. A. C . 

Esthiopterum crassicorne Scopoli 1763. The 
squalid duck louse. 

Clan!Julu hyc1/1l1lis (Linn.) Old Squaw 
Du ck. Sea Island, Van co u ve l', F eb., 1931. 
R. A. C. 
O!(l u ei(Jlle/la islanrli l"(l ( G m elin) , Ba rrow's 
Gold en·eye . Bowen Is ., N .d. 1\1. Y. W. 
.Wa I"P("(i tlJltcri l'ana (Gm elin), Am e rican 
Widge:m. Sea I s land. Va ncouv er . N .d. M. 
Y. W. 
8 /}// l u./(/ d .lllJcata (Linn.) , S hov eller. Sea 
Is land . Vancou ver, " May, 1928 ; Lulu Is., 
Oct .. 1931. R. A. C. 

EUI'eum cimicoides Nitzsch 1838 
X cpho('('e!es niUl'r /)()/'eaTis (Kennerly), 
Northern l3lack Swift. Va n cou ver, 16 
Aug. , 1930. H. A. C . 

Goniodes mammiIIatus Rudow 1870 
{ ,({!Jo}Jus Zeueu1'us lew u r us (Ri chardson), 
White·tailed Ptarmigan. Alta L a ke, 6 
March , 1925. K R. 

Goniodes piageti Johnston & Harrison 1912 
Columba fasc ii/tn fasda t a (Sa y), Band· 
tailed Pigeon. Tofino, V.I.. 26 Aug. , 1926. 
G. J . S. 

Laemabothrion buteonivorus Packard 1872 
Butco slcainsoni. Bonapa rte , Swainson's 
Hawk. Okanagan Landing, Ma y 1925. KR. 

Menopon giganteum Denny 1842 
Columba jasl'iata jllsciata Sa y, Band·tailed 
Pigeon, Lulu Is., 28 Au g. , 1929. R. A. C. 

Myrsidea subaequalis Lyonet 1829 
Corvus braehYl'hynchos h esperis Ridgway, 
W estern Crow. Kamloops , April, 1926. K 
R. 

Ornithobius cygni Linn. 1758 
Cy[}nlls sp. probably co lu?n bia'llu8 Ol'll.. 
Whis tling Swan. Vancouve r, 1 March, 
1924. G . .I. S . 

Ornithobius goniopleurus Denny 1842 
B 1'antll ('(lnll r/cl1sis ()('c i ilen talis (Baird), 
White·cheeked Goose. Anyox , F eb., 1924. 
G. J. S.; Lulu Is., March, 1931. R. A. C. 
/Jl'(l1Ita C(l1UII1Cl1Sis m i ni ma Hidgway, Cack· 
ling Goose. Pitt lVJ eadows. :n Oct., 1927. 
R. A. C. 

Philopterus agelaii Osborn 1896 
A fj elaius phol'llicCU8 , '(f l( I''iII/,tS Hidgway, 
No rth western R ed·win g!'(l Blac kbird. Lulu 
I s., ."'pril , 1!J~7. G . .1. S. 

Philopterus californiensis Kellogg 1896 
Dr1/oba tes v ill osus ha1Tisi (Audubon ) . 
Harris' H a iry Woodpecker. Seymour Mt .. 
Van couver, 29 April, 1929. R. A. C. 

Philopterus dentatus Scopoli 1763 
Al1(1S p/(lt1/l'h1/ll chos Linn., :\Tallard. Lang· 
ley Prairi e, Nov., 1~)26. G . .T. S. 
H1'IInt a ('(J1I((r/I '1ISis o('l'iilellla/is (Baird J, 
White·chee k ed Goose. Anyox, Nov .. 1924 . 
G . .T. S. 
(Jl ll u cio n el fa i s /(/1/(li c(i (Gmelin), Ba rruw 'f! 
Gold e n·eye. Bowen Is. , 12 Jan .. 1931. M. 
Y. 'V. 

Philopterus gonothorax Giebel 1871 
Lal'1ls s p . Gull. Tofino, V.I. , July , 19:!6; 
22 Au g ., 1926 . G . .T. S. 

Lur us ca li jorn icus Lawrence, Ca lil'o l'llia 
Gull, Va n couv er, 1 Jan., 1929. R. A. C. 
,"([I'us Il lf1)( 'I' borells barrl)villltU8 Hidg wa y , 
Glau cous Gull. Vancouver. 11 Feb .. 1931; 
April, 1931. R. A. C. 
Lcu'us ('u nus br(l chyrhY1lc/las Richard ~o n. 
S,hort·bill ed Gull. Vancouver, 2 Jan. , 1931. 
R. A. C. 
Lm'u s 
Gull. 
1929. 

ph i/uelphil! 
Sea I s land, 
H. A. C. 

(Ord). Bona pa r t e ' s 
Vancou ver, 18 April , 

L(t I'U S {1 /a.ucescrlls Naumann. Gla ucoll s
winged Gull. Departure Bay , V.I. , 1 Ma r ch , 
1929, 17 Ma r ch, 192 ~', ,J. A. M. Tofino, V.I. , 
7 ;VI a y, 193 1. K R. 

PhiIopterus picae Denny 1842 
Pica pica hu(/sonia (Sabine), Magpie. L a k E> 
EllHwate r. Alta., 25 June, 1926. M. Y. W. 

PhiIopterus platysomus Nitzsch 1838 
Buteo 8'1(;a l11 S0 ni Bonaparte, Swainson'::; 
Hawk. Oka ngan Landing, May, 1925. KR. 

Philopterus pustulosus Nitzsch 1866 
S t cn;orll1·itts ))(nnariulls (Temminek ), Po· 
marine J aeger. Lulu Is., Vancouve r , April 
1927. K R. 

Philopterus rutteri Kellogg 1899 
Pcnthes t cs gambeli U1'innelli Van Rossem, 
Short·ta il e d Mountain Chickad ee. Okano 
agan L a nding, 10 Feb., 1926. K. R. 

Philopterus subftavescens Geoffrey 1762 
Bom,~ycilla ,q(l1'1'11./a pallirUceps Reich e now, 
Boh emian W'axwing. Okanagan Landing, 
14 Dec. , 1926. .I. A. M. 
CJjanoeitfa stell eri annectcns (Baird). 
Black·head ed Jay. Lumby, 3 March, 1926; 
Okana gan L a nding, 3 March, ] 926 . KR. 
CJjal1 or- itta s t eller i stellpri (Gmelin), Stel
le r's Jay. Vancouver, 9 Dec., 1931. R. A. C. 
H cs {Jeriphona vespe1'tina brooksi Grinnell , 
Evening Grosbeak. Vancouvel', 10 April. 
1926. R. A. C. 
Lan iu s e.tcu/J i t o r in1)ictus Grinnell , N orth · 
prn -Shrik e. Okanagan Landing, 17 Nov., 
1925; 22 F eb., 1926. K R. 
Pilli (' nia c1Iu('/eatol' a/ascellsis Ridg wa y, 
Alaska Pine Grosbeak. Okanagan Land
ing, 13 F eb ., 1926. K. R. 

Ricinus diffusus Kellogg 1896 
,Jun co on :,qanus on:uanus (Townsend), 
Oregon Junco. North Vancouve r , 11. April, 
1932. 1. McT. C. 
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Trinoton anserinum Fabricius 1805 
/Jl'antu cal/u(/(,llsis mini 111(1 (H.idgway), 
Cacklin g Goose. Pitt Meldows, 27 Oet.. 
1927. H. A. C. 
flrallta conariensis ()('ciil('n/a/is (Baird), 
\Vestern Canada Goose. Lulu Is., Vancou
ver. March, 19:31; 1 April, 1931. n. A. C. 
(: 11(' 11 /lY]Jerbol'ca (Pallas), Snow Goose. 
Lulu Is., Vancouver, 5 March, 1926 . G.J.S. 

Trinoton Iituratum Nitzsch 1838 
Anas /11atyrynl'lws Linn ., Mallard. Lang
ley Prairi e, Nov., 1926. G. J . S. 

Trinoton querquedulae Linn. 1758 
Anas a ruta Vieillet, Pintail Duc k . Vancou 
ver, Oct., 1931. R. A. C.; Pitt Meadows, 
10 Dee .. 1929. K. n. ; Lulu Is. , Vancouver, 
Oct., 1931. R. A. C. 
AWLS tz i t .z iho(J Vieillet, America n Pintail. 
S ea Is ., Vancouver, 30 Jan., 1929. R. A. C. 
AII ·.:s l)latYl'il.llII.('hos Linn., Ivlaliard. North 
Vancouver, 14 Dec., 192.'. 1. MeT. C.; Sea 
Is. , Vancouvfr, 17 Jan. , 1930. E.E.P. 
AlIOS strejH,/,o Linn. , Gadwa ll. Lulu I s .. 
Vancouver, 20 Nov., 1926. ;\1. Y. W. 
Mol'(,"u ameri('ana (Gm elin) , Baldpate 
Du ck . Lulu Is., Vancouver, 1927. R. A. C. 
8/)otula dYlieata (Linn.) , Shove ll e l' Duck. 
Lulu b .. Vancouver, Oct., 1931. R. A. C. 

HOST LIST WITH PARASITES 

Order CICONIFORMES 
Ardea herodias fannini Chapman, North

western Coast Heron. 
":sl hioptcl1l1n an/cae Linn. 

Order ANSEnlFORMES 

Cygnus sp. probably columbian us Ord., 
Whistling Swan, 

Ornithobius ('ygni Linn. 
Branta canadensis minima (Ridgway) , Cack

ling Goose. 
Onl i thob 'ius {loniop/('urus Denny 
Thnot oll allSerill1t111 Fab. 

Branta canadensis occidentalis (Baird), 
White-checked Goose. 

Oruit hc\,ius qoniopl(ul'tls Denny 
Philapteras dcntatus Scop. 
Trinoton OllS('I'illU1n Feb. 

Chen hyperborea (Pallas), Snow Goose. 
Triu%n allserinu'lll Fab. 

Anas acuta Vieillet, Pintail. 
'l'r'inoton qu c rquerZulac Linn. 

Anas platyrhynchos Linn., Mallard. 
Ph ilopterus (Ientaius Scop. 
'J'rinotoll literatwn Nitzsch. 
7 '1"i11O(011 querquccZulac Lin n. 

Anas strepera Linn., Gadwall. 
Trinotoll qucrqu('(/u/ac Linn. 

Mareca americana (Gmelin) , American 
Widgeon. 

r)sthioptcrum CI'(ISSicOTnc Seoll. 
Tri.1/Oton querqueclu!ac Linn. 

Spatula c1ypeata (Linn.), Shoveller Duck. 
F:stlii.opterulll crassicorn e Scop . 
'i'rillCJton qUI'Tque(/ula c Linn. 

Glaucionetta islandica (Gmelin), Barrow's 
Golden-eye. 

r.7stll i Olltcru 1Il (;r (188;C0I'11 e Scop. 
Ph i /olJtcrus (/1'1/ tatus Scop. 

Clangula hyemalis (Linn.), Old Squaw Duck. 
lJsthiop/ erum I'ra881"0I' ne Scop. 

Ord e r FALCONIFORMES 

Buteo swainsoni Bonaparte, Swainson's Hawk. 
DC[ICericlia Iu sea Nitz. 
Lanno bot hriol1 butcon i1'OTUS Packard 
Phi/opt c1US p/atJjsomus Nitz. 

Orde r GALLIFORMES 

Lagopus leucurus leucurus (Richardson) , 
White-tailed ptarmigan. 

(Jonior/ es mammilatu8 nudow 

Order CHARADRIIFOHl'IIES 

Stercorarius pomarinus (Temminck), Poma
rine Jaeger. 

PII iloptC1'1IS jJ'ustulosu8 Nitz. 
Larus californicus La wrence, California Gull. 

Plli/optf1'uS 110llotllOra:r Giebel. 
Larus canus brachyrhynchus Richardson , 

Short-billed Gull . 
PhiiopteTu8 flol1othoraJ: Giebel 

Vtrus glaucescens Naumann, Glaucous
winged Gull . 

Philoptl'TU8 gOl/ot lIonlJ' Giebel 
Larus hyperboreus barrovianus Ridgway, 

Glaucous Gull. 
Ph ilopteru.s gonot /tora:r Giebel 

Larus philadelphia (Ord') , Bonaparte's Gull. 
PhilolJt crus {lono/llonu Giebel 

Order COL UMBIFORMES 

Columba fasciata fasciata (Say), Band-tailed 
Pigeon . 

Hsthiol)ie1'UJ1l co7um/we Linn. 
(Joll :ocles pi((!} (' /i Johns ton and Harrison 
Menupon giqalli cunl, Denny 

Colwnba sp., Domestic Pigeon. 
Esthiopt l'1'wm columbaI' Linn. 

Ord er :\fICROPODIFORMES 

Nephoecetes niger borealis (Kennerly). 
Northern Black Swift. 

Deill/)/us tnl1lcat1ls Olfers 
Hureu 111 ri1ll i('o1i/ es Nitz. 

Ord e r PTCH'ORMli;S 

Colaptes auratus Linn. , Flicker. 
Jjegeer i (' llu S t 1'U minc(I Denny 

Ceophloeus pileatus picinus (Bangs) , W est
ern Pileated Woodpecker. 

Jjc.qccriella )Jwl'[I'inulatlL HaTl' . 
Asyndesmus lewisi (Gray), Lewis' Wood

pecker. 
licgecricllu st )'((')1/ in('a Denny 

Dryobates villosus harrisi (Audubon) , Harris' 
Hairy Woodpecker. 

I'll ilopteru8 ca li forniensi s Kell. 

Order PASSEHIFORMES 

Cyanocitta stelleri annrctens (Baird), Black
headed Jay, 

Philoptcrus suuf/atcscens Geoff. 
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Cyanocitta stelleri stelleri (Gmelin), Steller's 
Jay. 

D eg eeriella rleji" i('ns Piage t 
Philopterus subj/aveS( '('1!8 Geoff. 

Pica pica hudsonia (Sabine), Magpie. 
D egeeriella biocellatl1 Piaget 
Philopte1'1ts picae Denny 

Corvus brachyrhynchos hesperis Ridgway, 
Western Crow. 

}dyrs'.flea subaefjua lis Lyonet 

Penthestes gambeli grinnelli Van Rossem, 
Short-tailed Mountain Chickadee. 

Phi lopterus rutteri Ke ll . 

Bombycilla garrula pallidiceps Reichenow, 
Bohemian Waxwing. 

Philopterus subjlaves('cus Geoff. 

Lanius ex cubit or invictus Grinnell, Northern 
Shrike. 

Philopteru,~ subfl((~'{,s c{, lIs Geoff. 
Agelaius phoeniceus caurinus Ridgway, 

Northwestern Red-winged Blackbird. 
Philopterus agelaU Osb. 

Hesperiphona vespertina brooksi Grinnell, 
Evening Grosbeak. 

Phi loplerus subfla l'e.'1cens Geoff. 

Pinicola enucleator alascensis Ridgway, 
Alaska Pine Grosbeak. 

Ph ' lopt ('ru s .~u bflav esccns Geoff. 
Junco oreganus oreganus (Townsend), Ore

gon Junco. 
Uil'inus rl i ffusus Kell. 

KEY '1'0 COLLECTORS 

I. Me1'. C ....... . ... Jan McTaggart Cowa n 
H. A. C . ... . . . .. (the late) R. A. Cummings 
J. A. M . ........ .. ............ J. A. Munro 
K E. P. . . . . . . ..... . . . .. . . ];~rnest E . P eden 
K. R. . .. . ... ............... Kenneth Racey 
G .. J. S ... . .. . ...... . .. . ... . . . G. J. Spen cer 
M. Y. W . . . .. . . , ... . ...... .. M. Y. Williams 
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NOTES ON SOME DERMESTIDAE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA (Coleoptera) 

G. J. SPENCER 

Departmellt of Zoology, University of British Columbia 

. During the last 16 yea rs in the dry brlt 
of this provincc, I have collected all the 
D ermestidae I could lay hands on, but so 
far have obtained onl" 13 identifi ed, and 
2 unidentified spec i e~ belongin g to the 
M cgatomini. The late K <: l1neth :\udcn, 
a most assiduous beetl e coll ector, also ob
tained only 15 species so these few may 
he f airly representative. Over 700 species 
have been named in this family and Leng 
lists 123 for America north of Mexico, so 
further collecting mar ren'al several more 
for British Columbia. 

The numbers in which they occur at 
any one time in the dry belt, va ry greatly. 
The best sources for ad ul ts 0 f small spe
cies are flowers such as choke cherry, wild 
spiraea, death camas, and water hemlock, 
and for adults and larvae of larger species, 
the hides of sheep that have died on the 
ranges during the winter, and any carrion. 

D ermestes marmoratllS Say, our largest 
speCles, may be found under animal re-

mains on the ranges and under sheep s kin ~ 
that shepherds have left lying about. Both 
adults and larvae are most readilv found 
in sllch situations although any dry ca rrion 
attracts th em. 

From th e standpoint of numhers and 
ease of collecting, two species head th l' 
list, D ernll:stes talpinus Mann. and D er
mcstes signatlls Lec. 'rhcse come to car
rion after the first wave of carrion-beetles 
and lI1arm oratus has passed and the car
casses are drying and not so smelly. 

D C1''III estcs fr ischii Kug. is not common 
but generally occurs singly or in small 
numbers on carcasses that have been well 
picked over by bears and coyotes. 

I have never taken D. maculatw 
DeGeer 1774 (=vulpinus Fabr. 1781) 
out of doors. The large series in our col
lections was reared from a dried wolf car
cass stored in the laboratory pending clean
ing up. The larvae from the dried wolf 
scattered in all directions, invading three 




