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six months of capti,·ity. On thc oth er hand 
I ha I'e reared them in hulk wi th a mass of 
dried insec ts, and they developed into 
heetl es. As soon as adults em erge th ey 
shculd hc removed from a culture if 
specimen ts for pinning are desi l'ed, oth er
wi,e th e ensuing lal"\'ae ea t th e bodies of 
th eir dead parents, as do th ose of A. ver
hasci. A ll my pinned specim ens were rea red 
in the laboratory in Vanco uI'e r with th e 
exception of one heetl e which occurred on 
a window of th e Dom in ion Entomolog i
ca l Lahoratory in Kamloops . I ha ve never 
captured it out of doors in th e dry helt 
a lth ough I suspect that it ca me to the 
University originalh from U pper Hat 
Creek where I was working in 193 1 an d 
whence I brought down much dri ed, 
pinn ed material, w hich, I think , became 
in fested during the process of drying be
fore th e sp·.'C imens were: pinned a wa), into 

b.xes. :vIi lli ron, who desc ribed this species 
III 1939 from Minnesota, obtaincd his 
material from an old demonstration nest 
of the wasp, V rspllia arenaria. HowcI'er, 
I hale put both adu lts and larvae into a 
glass jar con ta inin g ;1 nest of Vespllla 
which contain ed an ab undance of wasp 
larval faeces and dri ed larvae and pupae 
but was not ab le to establish a colony in 

this medium. Neither w ill laf\'ae develop 
O il F ox Chow dust which has proved so 

success ful for A. "vl'r/J(lS(i. Th e bodies of 
dri ed grass hoppe rs, fat moths and espec i
a I I Y dri ed m ar ine cr ustacea, are excellel1t 

fLocl for th is P. VI'sf" lilt'. 
III addition to th ese li sted above, I have 

;1 fl'w specimens ollh of each of two fur
ther speci es of Dt'1"III r.< tir/m·, ncar M cga
t Oll/ a , but have not btell ahle to get them 

identi fi ed as ye t. 
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THE CI.AY·COLOCRED WEEVIL, BRACHYRHINUS 
SINGULARIS, IN WEST P()I\T G[{EY, VANCOUVE R. 
(Coleopt e ra: Cu rc uli oni<i ae) .-Th e clay -colou red wet' 
" il , Brach yrhinus singularis (L . ) fir s t r eport ed ill thi s 
Prov ill ce from Victoria by M r. H a rry Alldison (Ent. 
Soc . B .C. Proc. 38, 194:!) appea red in \V e~ t Point 
Gre, ' in Octobe r ID44. wh en one s pecillien was cap· 
Hired ill Ill)' hou ~e . The next year, fou r bee tl e:-; were 
taken on th e kitchen alld pantry windows, also ill 
O('toh(" l' . Now ill the sprill!.! of 1944 I had nr ~ t noticed 
hol e~ ea ten Ollt of the lea\'es of purple iri s bordering 
th e sid e\v a lk alongside the h ou se a nd II} 1 ~45 the 
hole~ had Il()ticeably increased ullti l III an\, le a Yf~s show ::> d 
ex te ll si y (> dallla ,~~'e: 011 both occasions th t! ,.,lants were 

in sppr ted h~' daj.·lig-ht but no in sects tou Jd be found Oil 

t hEm , I ll th(' fir s t week of :Ylay 194 5, the iri ses we re 
eXall) ill ed at ni~h t with a fl ashlight, a t inte n 'a ls f ro lll 
8 o ' clock onwa rds alld se,·era l wee \,jl ~ we re foulld 
("he\\i ll ~ holes ill the lea,·es . By 9 o' clock th ey h ad 
jllt~ reHsed in nu mber s and remained fa irly cons tant for 
t.h e next half hour, so th.::: wors t infes ted portion of 
t.h e hed, a s trip som e ;::5 feet alongs ide the h ouse, wa., 
c a reft! II ~' swept with a net and many weev ils were 
t akel1; a furth er s trip of som e 1 05 fee t a longs ide the 

g-al'd en fence where the irise s were but lit tle damaged, 
.,·ie lded abo ut a rlozell more. In a ll, 1 31 c1ay·co loured 
wC'evi l:;; , strawherry-root wee,·il s (Brachyrhinus 
ovatus fL .) ami 4 other , I ,p. inde t.) wer e coll ected 

f rom off the ir i ~ l ea y e~. 

Appa rellt ly this s \\'eepiJl~ reilloved practically a ll t he 
heetles beea use in October 1946, o nly one iris lea f 
\\-as fou nd '0 h a\"(~ beeJl r ece ntly damaged and no 
beet les cou ld be loca ted . 

Durin g th e nrst we(!k i l l ~'1 ay, 19 4 7 , th e iri s pl a n ts 
ill th ese lwo heel s a lld ot he r clumps inside the ga rden 
walls, which hith erto bad ]l o t been touched, showed 
~ig ll~ of he in g' attacked. S\\,f'(>pin~ at 9 p.lll. on l\'l ay 

10th yield ed 2:~ lH"l' tl e:-o, an d no ~ubs(>quellt damage 
occlIrrc(i. 

The garden ('ontain s a cUllsicierable range of an-
11"lal s and perelllIi als but nllly irises seem to be at · 
tacked aIld, of ~p.\'erctl va ri eties of these, the purpl e 
is Illos t su~ceptible. Th e weevih- apP::lrently ral\ ~~e 

widel y si nce one was ta ke ll in "lay. o n a limb of a 
sweet eherry tree, :!i) feet trolll the t runk a nd 6 fee t 
o fT t he g rou nd} ~o lh t>ir dalll :t'!e wi ll proba bly ~OO Ii 

extend t o ot her p la nt !' be~ide~ iri s . An diso n (I oc. c it.) 
record~ th em as exten ~ i \'el y injuring laurel lea\'es in 
Victoria . Th ere are 110 lau re ls in my ga rd en but for 
se veral years I h a ve Iloti ced the lower leaves of sev 
pral laurel bu shes in th e next block, to be extensively 
dallla~ed: it is therefore H r ,' likely that this sam e 
ill~ect is cOll c? rned and that its distribution in \Vest 
Puint Grey is fa r 1I10l'e exte ll sive than is at pre sent 
realized.-G .. J. Spen ce r, D epartment of Zoology, Uni · 
\"('r"it~ · of Briti sh CuhlJllbi a 


