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eventually the nark hecom l's se paratl'{! 
from the wood. A nnu t two months af te r 
th e first eggs arc laid , the first ext rusion 
hol es arc formed from which th e chips arc 
emitted. These onlong holes are: approxi­
mately 4 mm. lon g and 2 mll1. wide ;l nd 
occur in the majoritr of Clses Oil th e lowl'r 
surfaces of a log . At ahout th e t ime the 
extrusion holes are formed, th e la r vae he­
gin to excavate hol es in the wood. Of 2 ~~ 

living l;trvae, the progen l' of two f emales, 
only e ight had heg un to make ga ll eries 
into th e sapwoo-d on Sept. IS, 1942. Dur­
ing the first fall , th e holes a re extended 
into th e wood to il maximum depth of 
ahout two inches. As in the case 0 f the 
extrusion holes, the m ou ths () f th e wood 
g;t ll eri es are f ound genl'ra ll r on th e sides 
and lower surfaces of logs. Feeding con­
tinues throug hout th c fo llowin g yea r and 
by th e spring of th c second p :a r a U­
shaped tunnel is form ed. By this t im e the 
larvae a re prac ticall}' f lJ I I grown . 

Pupa: The pupa is fo rmed in a cham­
ber at th e end of th e lan'al gallt:ry. This 
chamber is oblong in cross section and 
varies from 6.3 to J 2.i mm. in thi ckness 
and from J 1.0 to 25.4 mm. ill w idth. 
It may be 50.8 mm . or more ill lell g th. 
l~h e pupal chamber usually extends to 
within about 6.3 mm. from th e surface of 
wood; some, however, extend to within 
only 25.4 mm. while others have heell 
found as close as J.6 mm. or less. G enn­
ally the chamher is constructed on a slope 
so th at the pllpa rests on one side. 

Th e prepllpal stage must be exceedin g ly 
short, since from all ga lleries exa min ed 
in June and July of 19 4 2, olll y onc speci­
men was ta kell . Millor changt's occurred 
in th is specimen dl lring th e' 20 minute:, 

A COL01\Y OF TROPIDISCHIA XANTHOSTOMA 
NE AR WELLI NGTO:'ol, B .C. O r thopter" : St.enopelma · 
tidae).-On September :!S. 194fi , whil e exa lllilli llg a 
shallow well nea r H a m mo nd Ba ~', B.C., 1 foulld i t. oc ­
cupied by a colony of the st r a ll ,ge spidery ('avt cric­
kets. Tropidischia xanthostoma (Scudder ). I cou nterl 
six adul ts, a nd noted th at t h ere were seven.t! tim es a" 
mallY nymphs, althou g- h I cou ld !lot Il lakr all ('XJC l 

check of these. One pilir of adult :-. I lloti( ed ill c:oi tu. 
Wh e n a larlll ed the in s ect.~ lea ped or fell into t h t' 

water , whe re the.y were e\- iden tl y quite a t home. They 
swam powerfu ll y to the ~ide .. cd thp \H·lI, an d r(' 

het\-n:eIl its rem O\'a I from th c gall ery and 
its preser vatioJl. Th e first signs of pupal 
transfo rmation were obse ryed on June 5 
WhC Il (lnly (lne pupa could be found in 
man" galleries exam ined. The duration of 
th e pupal stage is approximately on e month. 

As th e pupa m atures, the first signs of 
tn lv adult characters becoIll e evident in 
th e er es . These organ,; change colour from 
a I cllowish-whitc t(l a bright pink and 
,"n il a fter assume th c black pig ment of 
th e adult. Sub~cgul'nth, blackcning o f the 
cuticu la r surfaces bec (1I11('s e"ident, first at 
th t c:xtrunities of th e appendages sllch as 
th e c laws, the distal ends of the mandibles, 
th t edges of th e wings, and also a round 
th e joi nts o f th e legs. BlackeIling continues 
prog ress ive" hackwa rds, espec ia lly on the 
mil " J ihl es . 

Parmitrs: Olll" one parasite of M. n. 
II/ fflXlmi is definitel" known. It has been 
t l' lltiltil'l' ly placed in the geIlus I chneumon. 
Allother icheumonid belonging to the 
ge l1u , D Ol'ydes has bCL'" found in the lar-
1';11 ga ll eries (lf / 1.fOIiOC/ItIlIl/l-S, hut its re­
lationship with th e host is not definite. 

I n J 941 a dipterous maggot was taken 
from a gallery jn which the sawyer 1arvil 
wa~ partially destroyed. An a ttempt to 
rca r th is specimen was unsuccessful. Para­
sitism hy Diptcra has not been ohseryed 
si nce: that time. 

D ise((se: Apparently //I] rmochmnus js 
rel a ti vely fr ee from disease. O ver a two~ 
rcar period, ollly two specimens showing 
definite symptoms o f disease w ere found. 
Both were dead adlllts in their pupal cells 
and at the time of exa l11inati~)J1 (July 29, 
19+2) were ellti re ly black and . reeked 
with a strong sick l~' odour. 

lllai!lf~ d quietly cling in g tn the concrete below the 
wa tN level without !' ho win ? any ~i:!!n~ of anx iety to 
re!{Ct ill the surface , 

\ llrlli a l wa ter lev('1 j~ not oY{'r six fee t down, The 
'.\"(~Il j .; c()mpJetel~' lin ed with concrete, the masonrj 
f-;X I. P. llrlill g a foot or ~o abn\"c grou nd level, wh ere it i~ 

{'/J q~:'f!d with rough pl ank~. Man~' of th e immature 
f'r i(' ke f ~ wet''' clin g- ill g up sid e dOWll to th ese planks 
w hel l I fir ::;t distu rhed th em. 

J had cl e"'("(' IH1('d th e same wrll 011 a prev ioll s occa ­
.; 1411 1. d u rin!! l\'1 a~ ' of 1945 , hut a i that time no eric 
ke i ~ were ~(,c ll.-Hi{'ha rd Gupp~·. \Y elli ng ton, B,C. 


